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who do not currently sub­
scribe to consider the im­
portance of being an 
informed Catholic Chris­
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SYNOD OFFERING GOES ONLINE 

An online offering to facilitate participation in the Synod on Synodality is now live at my2cents.rcdony.org. The 
online survey is intended for those who haven't had an opportunity to participate and individuals who may not 
actively participate in the Church. St. Mary's Church in Canton advertised the new site on the town's movie the­
ater marquee recently. See the full story on Page 4. 

'HE SAVED ME' 

Scott Lowry of Watertown, a self­
described atheist, was in "a dark 
place"when God gave him an ex­
pereince of His love. Lowry has 
been participating in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) in Watertown, and he's 
preparing to be baptized with 
three of his children later this 
month."Things just keep telling 
me I'm where I'm supposed to 
be," Lowry said."No one con­
verted me. God did. I know God's 
real. There's no doubt in my mind. 
I was wrong my whole life, and 
He saved me." 

FU II STORY, PAGE 5 

Pope says 'rivers of blood' flowing in Ukraine 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Pope Fran­

cis said the Vatican "is 
ready to do everything to 
put itself at the service of 
peace" in Ukraine. 

"Rivers of blood and tears 
are flowing in Ukraine," the 
pope said March 6 as he led 
thousands of people in St. 
Peter's Square in praying 
for peace after reciting the 
Angelus. 

Pope Francis said he was 
sending two cardinals to 
Ukraine: Polish Cardinal 
Konrad Krajewski, who 

runs the office of papal 
charities , and Canadian 
Cardinal Michael Czerny, 
interim president of the Di­
castery for Promoting Inte­
gral Human Development. 

"The presence of the two 
cardinals there is the pres­
ence not only of the pope, 
but of all the Christian peo­
ple who want to get closer 
and say: 'War is madness! 
Stop, please! Look at this 
cruelty!'" the pope said. 

Moments after the pope 
spoke, Cardinal Krajewski 

told Vatican News that he 
was about to leave Rome 
for Poland "because from 
Poland I am sure I will be 
able to enter Ukraine. Then 
we'll see how far I can get 
to reach the people and 
show them the closeness 
of the pope, tell them he 
loves them, prays for them 
and wants to encourage 
them." 

The cardinal also will 
bring rosaries from Pope 
Francis "because with 
prayer we can move moun-

tains and even stop the 
war," he said. 

Cardinal Czerny told 
Catholic News Service that 
he would be heading to 
Hungary's border with 
Ukraine and would see 
what could be done from 
there. 

Even if the cardinals can­
not get into Ukraine, the 
Polish and Hungarian bor­
ders are the top two desti­
nations of Ukrainians -
mainly the elderly, women 
and children - fleeing the 

war. 
The U.N. Refugee Agency 

said that as of March 5 
more than l.3 million 
Ukrainians had fled the 
country since the Russian 
invasion began Feb. 24; 
more than 750,000 of them 
had crossed into Poland 
and almost 170,000 had 
crossed into Hungary. 

In his appeal, Pope Fran­
cis again praised the na­
tions, charitable 
organizations and individ­
uals helping the refugees. 
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Forging relationships on the road 
Our friendship was forged trip. 

in the front seats of my jeep. There's something about 
Several years ago, a woman being confined in a vehicle 

I met volunteering at a food that facilitates conversation. 
distribution run by a group Part of it is the desire to fill 
affiliated with her r:r----:= =--___ awkward silences, 
parish invited me to Part of it is the excite-
join her for a retreat. ment of sharing a des-
She wanted to attend tination. 
with someone she I've since taken a 
knew. handful of road trips 

The funny part We with that woman from 
really didn't know food distribution. 
each other at all at Whether we were 
that point, Our only trekking to Ottawa or 
conversations had Darcy L. the Catskills, we've 
been brief interac- filled many car rides 
tions while we stuffed Fargo with beautiful conver-
bags full of grocery sations about our 
items, backgrounds, our life experi-

We decided we should get ences and our experiences of 
to know one another before God. That woman is now one 
we went to the retreat to- of my most beloved friends. 
gether. We scheduled a road My friend and I occasionally 

get together for dinner, for 
Adoration or for some other 
purpose, but road trips will 
always be my favorite way to 
spend time with her, It's when 
we share the most with one 
another. We enjoy being "On 
the journey Together." 

As a family of faith in the 
North Country, we're all jour­
neying together trying to fol­
low our Lord and His path. 
We have a destination in com­
mon as we try to help one an­
other get to heaven for 
eternal life with our Lord. 

But the distances that sepa­
rate us sometimes make it 
difficult to see our common­
alities and see how we're 
journeying together. It's our 
goal here at the North Coun­
try Catholic to help make 
those connections by bring-

ing you the stories of how 
people are living their faith 
here in the North Country 
and the happenings of our 
local Church, Learning about 
others helps us identify with 
them and feel connected to 
them. 

To continue journeying to­
gether, we need your help. 
While we have contributing 
writers spread around the 
diocese, we don't hit every 
area, We don't hear every 
story worth sharing, We 
count on you, our readers, to 
let us know when you hear a 
great story that should be 
shared. 

We also thank you for your 
continued support of the 
North Country Catholic. We 
thank you for joining us on 
the journey. 

Celebrating adults entering the Church 
As a pastor, I was blessed to 

have baptized and accepted 
many adults as they asked to 
join the Catholic Church at 
Easter time. As you may re­
member, our program for 
those seeking to enter the 
Catholic Church as an adult is 
called the RCIA - the Rite for 
Christian Initiations of 
Adults , As we are now enter­
ing this Lenten Retreat, J 
would like to remind you of 
this very important parish 
program. This time of Lent 
will be the final step in the 
preparation for these adults 
who will be receiving bap­
tism. They will be baptized at 
the Easter Vigil Mass that is 
celebrated the evening before 
Easter, 

These adults preparing for 
baptism are identified as cat­
echumens. They have been 
involved in a year-long pro­
gram that helps them to 
make their decision about en­
tering the Catholic Church. 
This has been a time of ex­
ploring the teaching of jesus 
and of the Catholic Church in 
a systematic manner, 

On the First Sunday of Lent, 
these Catechumens are in-
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vited to a ceremony called 
the Rite of Election. This rite 
is celebrated by the bishop at 
the Cathedral Church. These 
catechumens are initiated 
into the sacramental life of 
the Church. They are now 
designated as the elect, 

During Lent on three of the 
Sundays, there are parish cer­
emonies called scrutinies. 
These are unique opportuni­
ties welcoming those who 
will be baptized to become a 
part of the Church and parish 
community. 

The ceremony of baptism 
for these adults is truly a 
meaningful and powerful 
moment during the Easter 
Vigil Mass. The Easter Vigil 
begins with the blessing and 
lighting of the Paschal Can­
dle, which is brought in pro­
cession into the darkened 
church, Each person in the 
church lights a candle from 

this new Paschal Candle, and 
a special hymn, the Exultet, is 
sung. Then seven Scripture 
readings are read, beginning 
with the creation story in the 
Book of Genesis , After the 
celebrant's homily, the bap­
tismal font and the baptismal 
water are blessed. This bless­
ing includes the Litany of the 
Saints, The Paschal Candle is 
included as a symbol of the 
Lord's Resurrection. 

Then those to be baptized, 
their parents and godparents 
are asked to make the 
Church's Baptismal Promises 
as they dedicate themselves 
to the Lord jesus and their 
readiness to follow jesus as 
his disciples. For those who 
are baptized as infants, these 
Baptismal Promises were 
spoken by their godparents, 
For these adults they are 
asked to speak for them­
selves. 

Let me remind you of these 
Baptismal Promises, This 
may be a good moment, as 
we begin Lent, for you and 
me to renew our own bap­
tism, a time for us during the 
time of Lent to renew our 
readiness to dedicate to the 

Lord ourselves, These prom­
ises are a series of questions 
that we are asked to answer, 
"J Do," "Do you renounce sin, 
so as to live in the freedom of 
the children of God?" "Do you 
renounce the lure of evil, so 
that sin may have no mastery 
over you?" "Do you renounce 
Satan, the author and prince 
of sin?" "Do you believe in 
God the Father Almighty, Cre­
ator of heaven and earth?" 
"Do you believe in jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered death and was 
buried, rose again from the 
dead and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father?" "Do 
you believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the for­
giveness of sins, the resurrec­
tion of the body and life 
everlasting?" 

These Baptismal Promises 
give us the opportunity to 
turn to the Lord to again 
ready ourselves to promise 
to live well and to dedicate 
ourselves to be disciples to 
Our Savior, This is our readi­
ness and our goal of this 
Lenten time. 
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FOLLOW ME 

'On the Journey 
Together' 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ: 

It seems like only yes­
terday. I remember pack­
ing into our family car, my 
five siblings and I, jockey­
ing for what we consid­
ered the best positions in 
the back seat. (The pre­
ferred place was 
next to the door.) 
My mother and fa­
ther would chat in 
the front seat, or 
maybe they would 
ask us questions 
about school or 
our various activi­
ties. When we 
weren't talking 
with our parents, 
my siblings and I 

Bishop 
Terry R. 
LaValley 

would talk 
amongst ourselves, 
sometimes teasing one 
another until our parents 
intervened. 

Whether we were travel­
ing to a nearby relative's 
house, to an appointment 
or shopping in Platts­
burgh, or off to some 
more distant destination, 
the journey was part of 
the fun. While the beauty 
of the North Country cer­
tainly added to the experi­
ence, it was a happy time 
being on the road, eager 
to reach the destination. 

As Catholics, we're pil­
grim people. We're jour­
neying together with 
Christ toward a common 
destination: eternal life 
with our loving God. De­
spite the distances and 
differences that separate 
us, the North Country 
Catholic helps us, the Dio­
cese of Ogdensburg, stay 
"On the Journey Together." 

By sharing the stories of 
how individuals, couples 
and families are living out 
their faith all around us, 
we see our commonali­
ties, we learn to under-

stand our differences, and 
we forge connections. By 
sharing the events and 
happenings around our 
Diocese, the North Coun­
try Catholic helps us iden­
tify opportunities to 
further grow in faith and 
in our relationships with 

others. The NCC 
has also been an 
effective way for 
me to communi­
cate with Catholics 
around the dio­
cese as we face 
each bump in the 
road with Christ as 
our navigator and 
guide. 
This weekend, 

the annual North 
Country Catholic 
subscription cam-

paign begins. I ask that 
every Catholic family sub­
scribe to our diocesan 
paper. If you are a current 
subscriber, thank you for 
renewing your subscrip­
tion in this week's cam­
paign. Why not consider 
obtaining a subscription 
as a gift for a family mem­
ber? I invite those who do 
not currently subscribe to 
consider the importance 
of being an informed 
Catholic Christian today. 
Please allow our diocesan 
newspaper to be a vehicle 
to help you and your fam­
ilies grow in faith. 

I encourage you to join 
us "On the Journey To­
gether" by subscribing to 
the North Country 
Catholic. Thank you for 
your prayerful support. 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend 
Terry R. LaValley 

Bishop of Ogdensburg 

NEWS BRIEF 

Scholarship available for youth attending Catholic college or university 
Are you a Catholic who is currently in your senior year of 
high school and who currently resides in the Diocese of Og­
densburg and is planning to attend a Catholic College or 
University in the Fall? The Mater Dei College Foundation is 
pleased to offer a scholarship opportunity to qualifying stu-

dents going on to study liberal arts and sciences at a degree 
granting Catholic college or university. To request an appli­
cation form, please email Valerie Mathews, Mater Dei Foun­
dation Scholarship chair at vmathews@rcdony.org. 
Application deadline is June 1,2022. 

As Catholics, we're pilgrim people. We're journeying together with 
Christ toward a common destination: eternal life with our loving 
God. Despite the distances and differences that separate us, the 
North Country Catholic helps us, the Diocese of Ogdensburg, stay 

ON THE JOURNEY 
TOGETHER 

ORTH COU TRY 

CATHOLIC 
WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR THE DIOCESE OFOCDENSBURC 

• Personal stories of faith 
• Parish and Diocesan News 
• Important messages from Bishop Terry R. LaValley 
• A fresh perspective on Catholic news from around the nation 

and world 
• Scripture Reflections 
• Receive you copy in print by mail or have it emailed to you! 

• Place your envelope in your parish collection 
• Online at our website: www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Call our office at 315-608-7556 
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Wadhams Hall grad aids orphans in Ukraine 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

CANTON - When he first 
heard about the invasion of 
Ukraine, Father Bryan D. 
Stitt, diocesan director of 
Worship and pastor of St. 
Mary's in Canton, said he 
immediately thought of his 
friend and Wadhams Hall 
classmate, Father jason 
Charron. 

"That's why I called him 
up on Friday," Father Stitt 
said in his homily that Sun­
day, the seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time . "He said, 
'Bryan, you have to pray for 
me. I'm heading back.' As 
the tanks crossed the bor­
der, he made plans to cross 
over, as well, because he 
knew of an orphanage with 
22 children that he's set on 
rescuing. Last I corre­
sponded to him by text, he 
was making his way 
through the night to cross 
the border." 

Father jason Charron, a 
priest of the Ukrainian Rite, 
graduated from Wadhams 
Hall with Father Stitt in 
1999. Though he lived for 
a time in Ukraine, Father 

Father Bryan D. Stitt, left, and his Wadhams Hall classmate, Father Jason 
Charron pose for a picture when Father Stitt visited his classmate in Ukraine 
in 2001. Father Charron returned to Ukraine to help 22 orphans and others 
escape the country. 

Charron was currently 
serving in Carnegie, Penn­
sylvania. 

In past summers, Father 
Charron brought youth 
from his Pennsylvania 
church to Camp Guggen­
heim in Saranac Lake. Fa­
ther Charron celebrated a 
Byzantine Rite liturgy in 
Lake Placid in 2019 when 
his group was visiting 
camp. 

Father Charron returned 
to Ukraine in the days im-

mediately following the in­
vasion with Allen Sher­
wood , a Pittsburgh 
businessman, with the goal 
of aiding the 22 orphans 
and others - a total of 36 
children and six adults - to 
escape the war-torn coun­
try, according to WPXI-TV 
in Pittsburgh. 

'This guy knew one of 
the orphans (Karina)," Fa­
ther Stitt told the Platts­
burgh Press-Republican. "I 
think he was moving to-

wards adopting her. I don't 
quite know what all the de­
tails were, and knew they 
were in harm's way. He had 
promised this little girl 
sometime before that he 
would always be there to 
protect her. He realized 
now he had to put his 
money where his mouth 
was, or his body where his 
mouth was. 

"But, he didn't have the 
skill set. He didn't know the 
language where Father 
jason (Charron) did . jason 
went over and had a bunch 
of connections and also 
he's fluent in the language." 

"He's running to the one 
place it seems like the 
whole world is trying to 
avoid," Father Stitt said. 

Though he received no 
update for a short period of 
time, Father Stitt noted that 
he was told later that Fa­
ther Charron was able to 
get to the 22 orphans and 
travel with them from Lviv 
in Ukraine into Poland, but 
not without facing chal­
lenges. 

'Their original docu­
ments were blown up in 
the bombing of (a) govern-

ment building," a text up­
date said. 

Arriving in Poland, Father 
Charron was struck by the 
kindness of the people 
there. 

"(Father Charron) wrote 
being in Poland near the 
Ukrainian border is a hum­
bling experience which I 
don't think I'll ever en­
counter in my life," re­
ported a text update 
received by Father Stitt. 
"Poles have long been ene­
mies of Ukrainians but not 
this day! Everywhere you 
see Poles helping Ukrainian 
refugees or wearing Ukrain­
ian colored ribbons. Poles 
are rooting for Ukrainians 
with all they have." 

Volunteers are working 
with the orphans to ensure 
their continues safety and 
plan for their futures. Be­
cause they lack any identi­
fying paperwork, arranging 
for travel for the youth has 
been challenging. 

Father Stitt continues to 
receive updates from oth­
ers connected to Father 
Charron. 

"I'm praying at a distance 
right now," he said. 

Online synod option is now available 
Ogdensburg- It's another way 

to share the opportunity to 
participate in the ongoing 
Synod. 

Last week, the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg officially 
launched my2cents.rc-
dony.org, a web-based 
questionnaire that's in­
tended to enable easy par­
ticipation in the Synod on 
Synodality, a synod opened 
by Pope Francis in October. 
The Holy Father described 
the synod as "an exercise of 
mutual listening, con­
ducted at all levels of the 
Church and involving the 
entire People of God." 

"Synodality is really 
about walking together, lis­
tening to each other and to 
what the Holy Spirit is say­
ing to our Church and our 

community," said Marika 
Donders, diocesan director 
of Evangelization and 
chairperson of the dioce­
san participation. 'There­
fore, prayer, conversations 
and meeting each other is 
important to the process. 
But we recognize that not 
everyone will be comfort­
able or available for in-per­
son or even (online) 
conversations. For this rea­
son, we have created this 
simplified online option. It 
can also be used to gather 
ideas and information from 
those who may no longer 
practice the faith or who 
belong to other faith com­
munities ." 

Individuals who did not 
have an opportunity to at­
tend a parish-level synod 

conversation can complete 
the questionnaire , and all 
are encouraged to share 
the link with friends, family 
and associates who may 
not have had an opportu­
nity to participate in a syn­
odal discussion. 

Donders also noted that 
anyone can participate in 
the synod by reflecting on 
and discussing the central 
question: "A synodal 
Church, in announcing the 
Gospel, 'journeys together.' 
How is this 'journeying to­
gether' happening today in 
your local Church? What 
steps does the Spirit invite 
us to take in order to grow 
in our 'journeying to­
gether?'" 

"Anybody can have a con­
versation and give feed-

back," she said. "It doesn't 
have to be a formal event. 
It can be just friends talk­
ing in the local diner or in 
the parking lot after Mass. 
This may also be one way 
to reach people who have 
drifted away from the prac­
tice of the faith. Is there 
anything they miss? Is 
there anything that would 
draw them back? Is there 
anything we can do to ac­
company them on their 
journey?" 

Anyone can file a report 
about their conversation 
and participate in the 
process. Feedback forms 
can be found at 
rcdony.org/150/synod#fee 
dback or can simply be 
emailed to synod@rc­
dony.org 

'The purpose of the 
synod is to learn how to be 
synodal. The theme is 'Mis­
sion, Communication and 
Participation.' The objec­
tives are to listen to what 
the Holy Spirit is saying to 
the Church and how we are 
to walk forward together in 
mission. It's an invitation of 
the Holy Spirit for us to go 
on pilgrimage together, in a 
sense, as a church and to 
see who we will encounter 
and how we will encounter 
Christ on this journey and 
how he'll walk with us." 

After conversations are 
held, reports outlining the 
discussions can be submit­
ted at that same website. 
Discussion notes can also 
be submitted by emailing 
synod@rcdony.org. 
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'I was wrong my whole life, and He saved me' 
Retired soldier prepares 
to enter Catholic Church 

By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

Editor's Note: This is the 
first installment in a 
planned series of several 
features highlighting indi­
viduals who are partici­
pating in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) as they 
move toward entering the 
Catholic Church. 

WATERTOWN- A dramatic ex­
perience of God~ love 
brought Scott Lowry, then 
an atheist, out of "a dark 
place" and into the 
process of entering the 
Catholic Church. 

Born in Texas and raised 
in Massachusetts, Lowry 
was raised in a mixed­
faith household. 

"Mom is Jewish," he 
said. "My father is South­
ern Baptist. Growing up, 
we experienced more of 
the Jewish side of things, 
but] was never really a 
believer." 

When the September 11 
attacks occurred, Lowry 
felt pulled to serve, and 
he enlisted in the u.S. 
Army after graduating 
high school in 2003. Early 
in his 12-year military ca­
reer, he was stationed in 
Korea, and met the 
woman who would be­
come his wife. 

"We knew each other 
three months and got 
married," he said. "She 
grew up Mormon, but she 
wasn't a believer." 

Returning to the United 
States, Lowry and his wife 
welcomed their first son 
while he was stationed at 
Fort Lewis in Washington 
State. He was deployed to 
Iraq for 18 months start­
ing in 2006, and his wife 
delivered their second 

son during that deploy­
ment. When Lowry re­
turned from that 
deployment, he said his 
relationship with his wife 
was deteriorating quickly. 
She moved to Florida to 
be with family, while 
Lowry was moved to Fort 
Hood in Texas. 

"After six months back, ] 
deployed to Iraq again," 
he said. "That was a bad 
time. ] was drunk. ] was 
doing things I shouldn't 
be doing. My wife and ] 
did a lot of horrible things 
to each other. ] didn't see 
my kids much. I was in a 
dark place. ] was an athe­
ist. I did whatever I 
wanted to do, and it 
wasn't going well." 

While deployed, Lowry 
and his wife agreed to di­
vorce, a process that took 
several years because of 
his repeated deploy­
ments. While home be­
tween deployments, he 
became reacquainted with 
a former high school 
classmate, Leanna. Leanna 
was a practicing Catholic. 
The two were married in 
2012, and Lowry received 
orders to Fort Drum. 

"I came here with my 
wife in 2013," he said. "We 
asked my ex-wife if we 
could have the children 
for a year. They came up 
and stayed with us for a 
year." 

Not long after, Lowry 
and Leanna made 
arrangements with his ex­
wife to relocate her to the 
North Country, so the 
blended family could be 
in close proximity and 
share parenting responsi­
bilities. In 2015, after de­
veloping several 
significant health issues 
related to his Army serv­
ice, Lowry was medically 

retired from the military, 
and he and his wife pur­
chased a home in Water­
town. 

"At that point, ] was an 
atheist," he said. "I was al­
ways lying, always angry. 
I had a lot of different ca­
reers after the military, 
and I didn't know what to 
do with my life. I was just 
bouncing around, and it 
was kind of chaotic. I was 
in and out of jobs, in and 
out of degree programs. I 
had 250 college credits 
and no degree, because I 
never found anything I 
could stick with for a vari­
ety of reasons . I would 
mock my wife for being a 
follower of Christ. I didn't 
want my kids going to 
church. I was kind of a 
persecutor of the church. 
I was born Jewish, spent 
most of my lifetime an 
atheist, did a lot of bad 
things, killed people in 
Iraq, committed adultery 
and idolatry. I pursued 
money, and I pursued 
selfish things." 

At that time, Lowry said 
he wasn't looking for God. 
God was looking for him, 
though. 

"One night, like any 
other night, I was in my 
home office on my com­
puter doing homework, 
and I started getting 
goosebumps all over my 
body," he said. "] was 
trembling and shaking. It 
wasn't like something was 
shaking me, it was like I 
was cold or afraid, but I 
wasn't cold or afraid. ] felt 
what felt like a warm blan­
ket going over me, but it 
wasn't really warm. I felt 
something come over me. 
I just broke down and 
cried. I broke down, and I 
felt called to repent of 
everything I'd done and 
believe in God. I wrote a 
letter to God listing every­
thing I'd done. I read the 
Bible for the first time. I've 
since read it multiple 
times. I found every an-

swer I ever needed for my 
life in the Bible. I asked 
God for forgiveness. I felt 
I needed to tell my wife 
about all the lies and 
everything I was hiding, 
and I was ready to accept 
any consequences. I felt 
this guilt come off my 
neck. It felt like Satan had 
a yoke over my neck, and 
when I put everything out 
to my wife and to God, it 
all fell off. I called my par­
ents and made things 
right with them." 

Lowry said he wanted to 
participate in organized 
faith, but he initially 
wasn't sure what church 
to attend. 

"There's so much out 
there," he said. "And so 
many people saying, 'be 
this or be that. Be a South­
ern Baptist. Be whatever.' I 
followed the footsteps of 
the apostles, and I went to 
the Catholic Church. ] 
wanted to be baptized in 
the apostles' Church, in 
Christ's Church." 

Lowry, who now has two 
younger children - Miles 
and Olivia - with his wife, 
Leanna, began participat­
ing in Rite of Christian Ini­
tiation for Adults (RCIA) in 
Watertown along with his 
oldest two children, 
Zachary and Alec. On 
March 16, Lowry and his 
two oldest sons are sched­
uled to be baptized along 

with Olivia, who was born 
in 2021. Lowry and his ex­
wife have completed the 
process of having their 
marriage nullified, and he 
and Leanna plan to have 
their marriage convali­
dated. 

Lowry said he's "really 
enjoyed" the RCIA process 
and has learned a lot 
about the Church. 

"I look forward to it 
every Sunday," he said. 
"My wife has had some 
medical emergencies, and 
I've been home taking 
care of her. Because I'm 
home with her, I can go to 
daily Mass. That helps a 
lot, and I like seeing the 
people from RCIA there 
when I go." 

While he says he's been 
experiencing some spiri­
tual attacks as he pre­
pares for baptism, Lowry 
said looks forward to en­
tering full communion 
with the Church. 

"Things just keep telling 
me I'm where I'm sup­
posed to be," Lowry said. 
"No one converted me. 
God did. I know God's 
real. There's no doubt in 
my mind. I was wrong my 
whole life, and He saved 
me for whatever reason. I 
don't know why. It was 
nothing I did. My wife 
prayed a lot for me. 
Maybe He answered her 
prayers." 

2022 Diocesan Directories are now available! 

2022 
Diocese of .. 

Ogdensburg • I 

Directory 

The Official 2022 
Directory of the Diocese of 

Ogdensburg includes 
detailed information about 
parishes, schools and other 

Catholic organizations. 

$15.00 
each 

Order online at 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 

or call our office at 

315-608-7556 

to order yours today! 
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Fund works to preserve historic church 
AKWESASNE - Over seven 

generations ago, Catholic 
Mohawk Indians of 
Caughnawaga, with their 
priest, Father Pierre Bil­
liard, S.]., migrated with 
their box of relics of the 
beloved Kateri Tekak­
witha to this Land of Ak­
wesasne to begin a new 
life. For the Greater Glory 
of God, they built their 
homes and their church 
near the St. Lawrence 
River. 

Although that early 
church of 1752 burned 
with its precious relics in 
1762, another building 
was constructed. That 
frame structure proved to 
be too small for the grow­
ing congregation. 

Father Roderick McDon­
nell, a Glengarry Scot, was 
assigned as pastor of 
both St. Regis Church and 
St. Andrew's West Church 
on june 24, 1785. Before 
his death at the age of 50 
on August 25, 1806 Fa­
ther McDonnell assisted 
the congregations to erect 
large stone churches. 

With great zeal, the 
early Mohawk families 
built this Church of St. 
john Francis Regis. In his 
book, A Tour through 
Upper Canada and Lower 
Canada (cI800), john C. 
Ogden, an Episcopalian 
minister described the 
Church of St. john Francis 
Regis in Kanatakon: 

'The most distin-
guished building. . . a 
very large Catholic 
Church ... built lately by 
the Indians themselves 
with small assistance 
from the clergy and some 
gentlemen of rank. Men, 
women, and children in 
the village assisted the 
masons and carpenters in 
procuring lumber, etc. 
and lime and every possi­
ble part of the labor." 

For some 230 years, 

Mohawk Catholic families 
have maintained St. Regis 
Church. Now, this historic 
structure is in great need 
of restoration. We must 
save it or lose it. 

Therefore, we are call­
ing on all the family de­
scendants of the early 
Mohawk settlers to join 
the St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Heritage Fund to partici­
pate in the restoration of 
this historic church. 

The goals of the St. Ka­
teri Tekakwitha Fund will 
begin with the evaluation 
made by the Cleroux Ren­
ovation Company, Ltd. 
that projected a cost of 
$230,000 in three install­
ments to repair the front 
vestibule where rocks 
have deteriorated and 
rains have weakened 
walls. Before the pan­
demic, St. Regis Parish 
spent $50,000 to repair 
the first installment of 
the vestibule. 

Nowa sum of $180,000 
is needed to repair the re­
maining two sections of 
the vestibule. Subse­
quently, evaluations will 
be made for projects to 
repair the inner church 
walls, the choir loft, sac­
risty, roof, cellar, and fi­
nally for the painting of 
the interior. 

We entrust these 
restoration projects to 
the Mohawk Clans who 
have faithfully supported 
St. Regis Church for cen­
turies. 

Each family may desig­
nate a member to collect 
small or big donations 
from its members, even 
from the children for me­
morials of their ances-
tors. A St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Heritage 
Fund Memorial booklet 
with names of all donors 
will be written and placed 
in St. Regis Church. 

This fund in honor of 

Book celebrates history of 
St. Regis Mission 

It is with great pleasure 
that we introduce the 
book "For the Greater 
Glory of God" authored 
by Sister Mary Christine 
Taylor, a Sister of St. 
joseph who ministered 
to the Akwesasronon of 
the St. Regis Mission 
Church for 48 years. 

A book launch event 
for "For the Greater Glory 
of God" will be held 
March 19 at St. Regis 
Mission Church. 

The 227-page book, 
which was encouraged 
by the Mission's pastor, 
Father jerome B. Pas­
tores, is a church history 
and biography of Sister 
Christine's experiences 
ministering to the con­
gregation of the St. Regis 
Mission. 

This historical docu­
mentation of the forma­
tion of the St. Regis 
Mission Parish from 
1752 to modern day 
keenly describes the his­
tory of the community 
and the beginnings of 
Catholicism in the com­
munity while document­
ing the succession of 
clergy who selflessly 
ministered under the 
auspices of Vatican I and 
Vatican II. 

Sister Christine 
painstakingly chronicles 

our beloved St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha also depends 
on the help of good St. 
joseph whose interces­
sion saved St. Regis 
Church from the great ice 
invasion of 1935. 

Family collections of 
donations will begin on 
St. joseph's Feast, March 
19, 2022. On the day of 

Sister Mary Christine Taylor, a Sister of StJoseph, officially launches a 
new book:For the Greater Glory of God' on March 19. 

the evolution of the 
community through the 
history of the church as 
a backdrop to the forma­
tion of the Mater Dei Col­
lege Branch Campus in 
1972, establishment of 
the Akwesasne Senior 
Citizens Board of Direc­
tors and Center in 1971, 
as well as the beginning 
of the Partridge House 
(1987) resulting in an Al­
cohol and Referral Serv­
ice and Halfway House 
program staffed by grad­
uates of the Mater Dei 
College Alcohol and 
Chemical Dependence 
Studies Program. 

The entire book is em­
bellished in a rich collec­
tion of color and black 
and white photos chron-

celebration of St. Kateri's 
feast, April 23, 2022, we 
request that the desig­
nated family member in 
each of the first 100 fam­
ilies will bring to church a 
composite family check 
with the names of 
donors. 

At that time, the family 
will receive a signed copy 

icling the history of the 
Mission through the pic­
torial personification of 
clergy, parishioners, vol­
unteers, graduates, and 
staff over an entire pe­
riod of over 250 years. 

St, Regis Mission 
parishioners and others 
will find this colorful 
book a goldmine of pho­
tographic memorabilia 
of our beloved St. Regis 
Mission Church thanks 
to Sister Mary Christine 
Taylor, SS]. 

For More Information, 
please contact Dr. Rose­
Alma ]. McDonald, St. 
Regis Mission Church 
communications liaison 
a t 
rosealmamcdonald@gm 
ail.com 

of the new parish history, 
For the Greater Glory of 
God. 

May God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit bless 
our efforts, made under 
the protection of Our 
Blessed Mother Mary, St. 
joseph, St. john Francis 
Regis, and St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha. 
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ADIRONDACK 
FIRST FRIDAY PRAISE AND WOR­
SHIP 

Lake Placid - Monthly praise and 
worship to be held. 

Date: First Friday of the month 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: St. Agnes Church 
Features: Music led by Joey and MC 

Izzo. Time for fellowship and snacks af­
terwards. Will be livestreamed as well 
on St. Agnes Facebook page. 

PARISH NURSE TRAINING 
Lake Placid - Mercy Care for the 
Adirondacks, a mission sponsored by 
the Sisters of Mercy, will offer the 
Foundations Course for Faith Commu­
nity Nursing. 

Dates: March 11,12,18,19,25 and 
26 (All 6 sessions are required) . 

Place: to be determined or can be 
attended virtually. 

Features: The course is offered to 
registered nurses of all faiths. Mercy 
Care provides the training at no cost to 
participants but pre-registration is re­
quired. Parish Nurses (Faith Commu­
nity Nurses) assist the members of 
their faith community to maintain or 
regain wholeness in body, mind and 
spirit. 

Contact: To register, visit our web­
site at www.adkmercy.org. If you have 
any questions please contact Lexi 
Bevilacqua, Education and Volunteer 
Training Manager at abevilacqua@ad­
kmercy.org or by phone at 518-523-
5446. 

CLINTON 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
Plattsburgh - You're invited to join 
other Christians for 40 Days for Life-
40 days of prayer and fasting for an 
end to abortion. 

Date: March 2 to April 1 0 
Time: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Place: Outside Planned Parenthood 
Features: Stand and peacefully pray 

during a 40-day vigil in the public 
right-of-way outside Planned Parent­
hood ofthe North Country. 

Contact: Nancy Belzile at 518-593-
6024 or email: 
nancys_56@hotmail.com for more in­
formation. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT 
Ellenburg Center - Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament will take place on 
the Fridays during Lent. 

Date: Now to April 8 

II NOR THe 0 U N TRY CAT H 0 LIe 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to"Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866·314-7296; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. 

Time: Noon to 3 p.m. 
Place: Our Lady of the Adirondacks 

House of Prayer. 
Contact: Deacon Ken Lushia 518-

493-6671 or Sarah Anderson, OFS 518-
534-9976 

CORNED BEEF DINNER 
Peru - Peru Knights of Columbus will 
serve an eat in or take-out corned beef 
dinner. 

Date: March 12 
Time: 4 p.m. to 6 
Place: St. Augustine's Parish Center 
Cost: $12 per meal 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
JESUS PRESENT AND HOW TO 
SHARE IT 
Plattsburgh - As a continuation of the 
Eucharist Initiative a presentation to be 
held on the Liturgy of the Eucharist: 
Jesus Present and how to share it. 

Date: March 12 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to Noon 
Place: St. Peter's Church, Emmaus 

Room 
Speaker: Father Tojo Chacko, HGN 
Features: Cost is free. Please bring 

a bagged lunch for food and conversa­
tion afterwards. 

Contact: To register for a location go 
to: wwwJcdony.org/liturgyeucharist 

PAINT AND SIP 
Chazy - Paint with Jessie to be held. 

Date: March 13 
Time: 1 p.m. 
Place: Sacred Heart Church 
Cost: $30 payable at the door. In­

cludes all instruction and supplies to 

paint one of two paintings, plus snacks 
and non-alcoholic beverages. 

Contact: Reservations encourages 
to save your spot. Call 518-846-7650 
or 518-570-7747 

TAIZE PRAYER 
Plattsburgh - Lenten Prayer opportu­
nity to be held. 

Date: March 24 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: Join us as we gather 

around the wood of the cross for Taize' 
prayer this Lent! Taize' Prayer includes 
song, silence and Sacred Scripture in an 
atmosphere of quiet reflection. The 
music is simple and melodic. Refrains 
are repeated in the mantra style of the 
Eastern Church. As you enter into the 
song and silence, the prayerful repeti­
tions will permeate your spirit.AII are 
welcome."Come, let us Adore Him" 

ESSEX 
LATIN MASS CANCELLED 
Port Henry - Extraordinary Form Latin 
Mass has been cancelled until further 
notice. 

FRANKLIN 

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
St. Regis Falls - All are invited to the 
monthly first Saturday Devotion and 
Holy Hour for Vocations. 

Date: First Saturday ofthe Month 
Time: Following the 4:30 antici­

pated Mass 
Place: St. Ann's Church 
Features: Prayer after Mass, Night 

Prayer, Prayer for All Souls and the Holy 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Souls, Novena in Honor of Our Lady of 
the Miraculous Medal, Chaplet of Di­
vine Mercy, The Reparation Rosary of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary with private 
meditation on the 15 Mysteries of the 
Rosary, Adoration ofthe Blessed Sacra­
ment reposed in the Tabernacle, and 
Prayers for the Holy Father and his in­
tentions. 

CORNED BEEF DINNER 
Fort Covington - St. Mary's to have 
take-out only Corned Beef dinner. 

Date: Ma rch 13 
Time: 11 a.m. until gone 
Place: Fort Covington Adult Center 
Cost: $15 Per meal 

ROSARY RALLY 
St. Regis Falls - Rosary Rally and video 
to be held. 

Date: March 19 
Time: Noon 
Place: St. Ann's Church 
Features: "The Lambs Supper" by 

Theologian Scott Hahn to be shown 
after rosary rally. Refreshments will be 
served. 

Contact: 315-384-6170 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - Indian River Knights of 
Columbus to have a spaghetti and 
meatball dinner. 

Date: Ma rch 12 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $12; $8, Senior Citizens, 

$5, Children under 12; 5 and under, 
Free; Sauce available for $5 per quart. 

Contact: For more information call 
the parish office at 315-629-4678 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - A Holy Hour of Adoration 
with the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
observed the first Sunday of the 
month. 

Date: April2 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

S1. LAWRENCE 

HOLY HOUR 
Canton - Holy Hourfor Vocations to be 
held. 

Date: Every Tuesday 
Time: 4:10p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Holy hour followed by 

Mass at 5:15 p.m. and confessions at 
5:45 p.m. 

LENTEN FISH FRY 
Gouverneur - Stjames School Friday 
Fish Fries are back during Lent. 

Date: Beginning March 4th though 
Lent. 

Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:15 
Place: Back of Stjames School 
Cost: Adults, $ 12; Children under 5, 

Free 
Features: Dine in or take out. 
Contact: Local deliveries available 

by calling 315-287-0130 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Canton - All are welcome to join in 
praying the Stations of the Cross. 

Date: Fridays from March 4 - April 
15 

Time: 5:15 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 

FOOD DRIVE 
Canton - Join the Sarto Council #1059 
Knights of Columbus in Canton in a 
Lenten Food Drive.AII are challenged to 
donate one can of food (or other non­
perishable item) for each day of Lent. 
Donations can be deposited atthe 
doors St.Mary's Church. 

PARISH BOOK STUDY 
Waddington - It's a book study, mes­
sage series,and spiritual campaign fo­
cused on the book Seriously, God? 
Making Sense of Life Not Making 
Sense. 

Date: March 14,21,28 April 4, 11 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center or via 

Zoom 
Features: The past few years has 

brought suffering, loss, and loneliness 
to many-family, friends, and fellow 
parishioners. You may be asking, 
"Where is God in all ofthis?""Why do I 
feel that my prayers are unanswered?" 
Or,"How can there even be a God with 
all of the pain and suffering in the 
world? We know these experiences can 
have a profound impact on your faith 
and the life of the parish community. 
We invite you to come together with 
your fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ to explore these questions and 
to grow in faith. 

Contact: To register and more infor­
mation: go to https:llmwcatholics.org/ 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST: 
JESUS PRESENT AND HOW TO 
SHARE IT 
Waddington - As a continuation of the 
Eucharist Initiative a presentation to be 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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The North Country Catholic is grateful for the financial support it receives from its extraordinary patrons, 
sustaining patrons, special patrons and patrons. 

We would like to take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge those people who supported the mission 
of the Catholic Press in 2021 with a gift of $250, $100, $50 or $35. Thank you for the continued generosity. 

Extraordinary 
Patrons $250 

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito, Palm 
Beach Gardens, FL 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn R. Burdo, 
West Chazy 

Rev. Douglas Comstock, Alex Bay 
Deacon Tom and Mary Lou Kilian, 
Ogdensburg 

Rev. Arthur LaBaff, Clayton 
Bishop Terry R.LaValley, 
Ogdensburg 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lafave, 
Rouses Point 
Rev. Clyde Lewis Jr., Rouses Point 
Rev. Christopher Looby, 
Ticonderoga 

Bishop Douglas Lucia, Syracuse 
Rev. Donald Manfred, Croghan 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald McGrath, 
Ogdensburg 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Miner, 
Morri sonville 

Rev. William Muench, Syracuse 
Rev. Steven Murray, Malone 
Rev. Patrick Ratigan, Hannawa 
Falls 

Anne Valentine, Brownville 

Sustaining 
Patrons 

$100 - $249 

St. Cecilia's Church, Adams 
Deacon and Mrs. Larry Ambeau 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Morgan 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin O'Rourke 

The CC of Alexandria 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Grausbruber 
Deacon Bernard Slate 
Mrs. C. Richard Snow 
Deacon and Mrs. Joel Walentuk 

SI. Paul's Church, Black River 
Mr. and Mrs. William Flynn, III 

St. Patrick's Church, Brasher 
Falls 

James E. Crump 

The RCC of Brownville & Dexter 
Roger Duke 

SI. Mary's Church, Brushton 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Boyea 
Rev. Raymond Moreau 

The RCC of St. Mary, Canton 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Jones 
Rev. Bryan Stitt 

The RCC of Cape Vincent, 
Rosiere and Chaumont 

Daniel & Nancy Villa 

St. Mary's Church, Champlain 
Mrs. Celine Paquette 

Sacred Heart Church, Chazy 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brockway 

St. Mary's Church, Clayton 
Mrs. Betty Jacobs 

Dr. and Mrs. John Slattery 
Mrs. Mary Rose Warneck 

St. Patrick's Church, Colton 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gray, Jr. 
Mr. Charl es McCarthy 

The CC of Constable, Westville, 
& Trout River 

Mrs. Joyce Dumas 
Mr. and Mrs. John Fleury 
Rev. John Looby 

St. Mary's Church, Copenhagen 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Mattis 

SI. Stephen's Church, Croghan 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hoch 
William E. Monnat 

St. Raphael's Church, Heuvelton 
Rev. Kevin O'Brien 

Ss. Philip and James, Lisbon 
Mr. and Mrs. Curt Hammond 

St. Henry's Church, Long Lake 
Gera ld and Sheila lindsey, 
Binghamton 

St. Peter's Church, Lowville 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Goss 
Deacon Thomas Yousey 

St. Andre Bessette RC Parish, 
Malone 

Ms. Donna Hanus 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Nichols 

St. Peter's Parish, Massena 
Connie Coto 
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Debien, Jr. 
Donaldson Funeral Home 
Mr. John Kozsan 
Mr. and Mrs. John LaMay 
Mr. Vince McCarthy 
Donald and Cecile McDonald 
Patty Ryan 
Miss Dorothy Tyo 

St. Ann's Church, Mooers 
Doris LaValley 
Roland Menard 

The RCC of St. Alexander and 
St. Joseph, Morrisonville 

Mr. and Mrs. David Seymour 

The RCC of Morristown, 
Hammond and Rossie 

Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Foster 
Mr. and Mrs. James Murphy 

St. Therese Church, Newcomb 
Rev. Peter Berg 
Mr. Michael Gooden 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sullivan 

Parish of the Visitation and 
St. Raymond, Norfolk and 
Raymondville 

Deacon & Mrs. Lawrence Connelly 
Ron LaRue 

The CC of SI. Augustine, 
North Bangor 

Ms. Yolande Chenaille 

St. Andrew's Church, Norwood 
James Murray 

SI. Mary's Cathedral, 
Ogdensburg 

Mrs. Margaret Babcock 
Rev. Joseph Morgan 
Vic and Donna Pisani 
Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Roca 
Rev. F. James Shurtleff 
Rev. Richard Sturtz 

St. Bartholomew'S Church, 
Old Forge 

Deacon and Mrs. Timothy Foley 
Msgr. John R. Murphy 

St. Augustine'S Church, Peru 
Msgr. Dennis Duprey 
Mrs. Mary Hensel 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Knight 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ryan 

The RCC of St. John the Baptist, 
Plattsburgh 

Paul and Christine Boyea 
Terrence and Michele Branon 

St. Bernard's Church, 
Saranac Lake 

Joseph Fisher 
Mrs. Elaine Sater 

St. Mary's Church, Ticonderoga 
Mrs. Virgin ia LaPointe 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Leerkes Jr. 
Maria Stitt 

St. Alphonsus-Holy Name of 
Jesus Parish, Tupper Lake 

Pat & Darlene Donnelly 
Paul Maroun 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Walsh 

Church ofthe Holy Family, 
Watertown 

Mr. and Mrs. William Morgan 
Msgr. Paul Whitmore 
Mr. and Mrs. Jospeh Rusin 

SI. Anthony's Church, Watertown 
Mrs. Helen Guardino-Trimm 

St. Patrick's Church, Watertown 
Deacon and Mrs. Kevin Mastellon 
Mr. Ronald Monnat 

Others 
Don Critchlow, Brushton 
Rev. Daniel Chapin, lima Peru 
Kenneth Lushia, West Chazy 
Camil Maroun Jr., Tupper Lake 
Msgr. Leeward Poissant, Plattsburgh 
Gera ld Vincent, Latham 

Special 
Patrons 
$50 - $99 

St. Cecilia's Church, Adams 
Mr. William Ose 
Bradley and Nancy Smith 

The CC of Alexandria 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Palamar 

Holy Angels Church, Altona 
Mrs. Diana Shaw 

The CC of Holy Name and 
St. Matthew, Au Sable Forks 

Ms. Susan Devlin-Varin 

St. Paul's Church, Black River 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Blankenbush 
Mr. and Mrs. Geno Martini 

SI. Patrick's Church, Brasher Falls 
Mr. and Mrs. Hector Foisy 
Rev. Garry Giroux 

The RCC of Brownville & Dexter 
Thomas Ransiear 

St. Mary's Church, Brushton 
Stan and Carol Crump 
Joan Whipple 

St. James Church, Cadyville 
Ann Learned 
Mr. and Mrs. Roman Miner 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Robare 

St. Mary's Church, Canton 
Mr. Lawrence Casey 
Alan Cunningham 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Howard 
Brian Kurish 
Mr. and Mrs. William O'Horo 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Sweeney 

The RCC of Cape Vincent, 
Rosiere and Chaumont 

Ms. Verna Docteur 
Arthur and Carolyn Montondo 

St. James Church, Carthage 
Darren Bracy 
Mr. and Mrs. David Buskey 
Mrs. Jane Reape 
Rev. Donald Robinson 

St. Mary's Church, Champlain 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cooke 

CC of Burke and Chateaugay 
Kathleen Ca lnon 

Sacred Heart Church, Chazy 
Patricia Neverett 
Mr. and Mrs. Will iam Tisdale 

St. Mary's Church, (layton 
Deacon and Mrs. Bruce Daugherty 
Mrs. Sandra Geiss 
Paul & Magda Heckman 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kehoe 
Ms. Frances Lynch 
Darrell & Diana Orvis 
Timothy Orvis 
St. Patrick's Church, Colton 
Frank and Beverly Kea ring 
Rev. Stephen Rocker 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Worden 

The CC of Constable, Westville, 
& Trout River, Constable 

Deacon Garry and Aletha Burnell 
Mr. and Mrs. James Lester, Jr. 
Rev. Thomas Kornmeyer 

SI. Mary's Church, Copenhagen 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Green 

St. Stephen's Church, Croghan St. Andre Bessette Parish, Our Lady of Victory, Plattsburgh 
Robert Buholtz Malone Michele Carpentier 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Chartrand Mr. and Mrs. James Coughlin Shirley Otten 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hoppel Maureen DuMont 

The RCC of St. John the Yvonne Kirschner Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Maguire 
Baptist, Plattsburgh Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Proulx Molly McKee 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Poupore Leslie Marvel 
St. Joseph's Church, Dannemora Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Robideau Mr. and Mrs. George Miller 
Ms. Anne E. Clancy Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Russell Shirley Otten 
Daniel and Anna Lucia Andrea Savage Franklyn Rivers 
Mrs. Bertha Pombrio 

Ms. Ellen Smith 
Paul Spilman 

St. Elizabeth's Church, Viola Travers Joyce Trudeau-Connors 
Mr. and Mrs. David Witkowski 

Elizabethtown St. Peter's Parish, Massena Michael and Elaine Williford 
Cheryl Hutchins Ken and Sue Bellor 
Rev. Howard Venette Laura Barry 

SI. Peter's Church, Plattsburgh 

SI. Mary's Church, Evans Mills David Colby Mr. and Mrs. John Fredette 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Gwinn 

Jerry and Rose Perkins Mrs. Joyce Coto 
Mrs. James Keable Mr. and Mrs. Darin Chartrand 
Deacon Tyrone Rabideau Sr. St. James Church, Gouverneur Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Di xon 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Desorm eaux Mr. and Mrs. Donald Recore Mr. and Mrs. Clark Lashomb 
Bonnie Hays Charles and Shirley Negus Mr. Donald Romeo 
Deacon Lawrence Morse The CC of Moriah 
Rev. James Seymour St. Anne's Church, Mooers Forks 

Mary Anne Allen 
SI. Raphael's Church, Heuvelton 

Deacon and Mrs. Dennis Monty 
Mrs. Joyce Roberts St. Mary's Church, Potsdam 

Dr. Carolyn Pierce Mr. and Mrs. John Castle St. Alexander'S Church, 
St. Regis Mission, Hogansburg Morrisonville Jeffrey and linda Haasbeek 
Benjamin Kelly Rev. William Gordon Mr. and Mrs. Mark Healey 

Michael Howley Anne Marie McGowan 
St. Hedwig's Church, Houseville Rose Preston 
Mary Ann Lepkowski Janelle light 

Mr. and Mrs. William Simmons Rev. Gilbert Menard 
SI. Mary's and SI. Paul's Parish, 

The RCC of Morristown, Church of the Assumption, 
Indian Lake Redford 

Rev. Philip Allen Hammond and Rossie 
Cathie Chauvin 

St. Brendan's Church, Keene 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Lyons 

linda Lee Coryer Mrs. Mary Catherine Spilman 
Jeff and Kathy Weigand April Spooner St. Patrick's Church, 

The RCC of Keeseville Parish of the Visitation and Rouses Point 

Mrs. Peter J. Lacy SI. Raymond, Norfolk and Gary Brunell 

Judith McCusker Raymondville Mrs. Barbara LaBombard 

St. John's Church, LaFargevilie Rev. Jack Downs 
Paul and Nancy Paige St. Ann's Church, St. Regis Falls 

Mr. and Mrs. David Robinson Karl M. Martin Francis Sharlow 
St. Agnes, Lake Placid Mr. and Mrs. Laramie McCaffrey 

Rev. John Yonkovig SI. Andrew's, Norwood 
St. Andrew's Church, Jean Fiacco 

St. James Major Church, Sackets Harbor Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence LaPointJr. 
Lake Pleasant Deacon John and Melody Levison Mr. Mark Phillips 

Richard Doell Deacon Philip & linda Regan St. Bernard's Church, 

Ss. Philip and James Church, SI. Mary's Cathedral, Saranac Lake 

Lisbon Ogdensburg Anton Kreuzer 

Mike and linda Backus John R. Allard Mr. and Mrs. William Mcintyre 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Bisnett Tim and Shannon Baker Mr. and Mrs. James Murnane 

Betty Bateman Mr. and Mrs. Barrett N. Quinn 
St. Henry's Church, Long Lake Deacon and Mrs. Joseph Szwed 
Mrs. Julia Helms Mrs. Ellen Bova 

Lorrie Hosley Ms. Letty Hockler Mr. Kenneth Wiley 

Jerry Nenninger Nancy Jarvis Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 

John and Joyce Rayome Richard LaVigne Schroon Lake 
Ms. Rita Lewis Mr. and Mrs. Art Lowe 

St. Peter's Church, Lowville Joan T. McDonald 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Hanno Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Manke St. Theresa Church, Theresa 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mullin Deacon William O'Brien Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Nowak 

St. John's Church, Lyons Falls 
Mr. and Mrs. John Pinkerton St. Alphonsus-Holy Name of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Romano 

Theresa Cataldo Mrs. Barbara Ruggeri 
Jesus Parish, Tupper Lake 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Crate 

St. John the Baptist Church, Mr. and Mrs. William Seymour, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. David Dechene 
Madrid Mr. and Mrs. Gary Sovie Mr. and Mrs. James Ellis 

Mr. and Mrs. John Newtown Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor Ms. Theresa Joseph 
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Vice 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wilson St. Mary's Church, Waddington 

Rev. Robert Auco in 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Sharlow 
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Tiernan 
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The North Country Catholic is grateful for the financial support it receives from its extraordinary patrons, t 
sustaining patrons, special patrons and patrons. 

We would like to take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge those people who supported the mission 
of the Catholic Press in 2021 with a gift of $250, $100, $50 or $35. Thank you for the continued generosity. 

Special 
Patrons 
$50 - $99 

St. Paul's (hurch, Black River 
Mr. Francis Dunbar 
John and Mary Kichle 

SI. Patrick's (hurch, Brasher Falls 
Mrs. Barbara Berninghausen 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Demo 
Sa lly LaVare 

(hurch of the Sacred Heart of St. Henry's (hurch, Long Lake 
Jesus, (rown Point Mrs. Barbara Hutchins 

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Catlin Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kentile 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Kiely 
Carol Stanley 

St. Joseph's (hurch, Dannemora 
Michael Beebie 

St. Peter's (hurch, Lowville 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Domagala 
Mary Lou Peters 
William Tuttle 

(hurch of the Holy Family, 
Watertown 

Patrick Bates 
Joan Carlo 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Caughlin 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Charlebois 
Michael and Judy Geng 

Maurice & Lynda Lemieux Mary Brassard 
Mrs. Nancy Clancy 

The R(( of Brownville & Dexter Patricia Couture 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Bouchard 

St. Bernard's (hurch, 
Lyon Mountain 

Joan Fetzko 

Mrs. Thomas Goodwin 
Mr. and Mrs. William Heldt 
Robert and Susan Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. James Lafferty 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lewis 

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Ryan 

St. Mary's (hurch, Brushton 
Keith O'Connor 

51. James (hurch, (adyville 
Elaine Rice 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Reese St. Mary's (hurch, (anton 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Van Wormer Mr. and Mrs. Michael Furgal Jr. 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
Watertown 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Thompson 

Mr. David Geleta 
Mrs. Sheila Harrington 
Mr. John Lawrence 
Ms. Cathleen O'Horo 

St. Anthony's (hurch, Watertown The R(( of (ape Vincent, 
Mr. and Mrs. Pat Fontana, Sr. Rosiere and (haumont 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Marra Doris Grunert 
Mr. and Mrs. Cataldo Morgia Jack Knapp 

51. Patrick's (hurch, Watertown Jim and Tammy Sharlow 
Mr. and Mrs. William Bamann 
Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Pearson, Sr. 

St. Joseph's (hurch, 
WestChazy 

Rev. J. Roger McGuinness 

St. Philip Neri (hurch, 
Westport 

Jerry Tromblee 

Others 
Mayfred Balaban, Fairport 
Bishop Robert J. Cunningham, 
Syracuse 

Deanna Hagan, Huntersville, NC 
Mark Jones, Easton, PA 
Rev. Donald Karlen, Remsen 
Margaret Lyndaker, Croghan 
Jeanne McGuire-Conlon, Slippery 
Rock, PA 

Deacon Fred Oberst, CO 
Michael Petrik, Hicksville 

St. James (hurch, (arthage 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brosk 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Margrey 
Robert Warncok 

St. Mary's (hurch, (hamplain 
Mr. Hector Bedard 
Patricia Carey 
Patrick and Mary O'Connor 
Gloria Tetreaut 

(( of Burke and (hateaugay 
Gerald Ryan 

Sacred Heart (hurch, (hazy 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dwyer 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard West 

St. Mary's (hurch, Clayton 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Haycock 
Mr. and Mrs. James Kavanaugh 
Mr. and Mrs. John Stopper 

St. Patrick's (hurch, (olton 
Rev. Joseph Giroux 
Patricia Holland 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Sharp 

Louise Mazuchowski 
Mrs. Sue Parrotte 
Mary Prial 

St. Edmund's (hurch, 
Ellenburg (enter 

Deryl and Christine Gregory 

St. Mary's (hurch, Evans Mills 
Mr. and Mrs. John Delles 
John McKinley 
Mr. and Mrs. Noel Voos 

St. Mary's of the Fort (hurch, 
Fort (ovington 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Chapman 
Mrs. Jean Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey French 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Henault 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Mahoney 

St. James (hurch, Gouverneur 
David Bradford 
Joanne Lahtinen 
Anita Stoffel 

51. Francis Solanus (hurch, 
Harrisville 

Will iam F. Kellerhals, Jr. 

Queen of Heaven (hurch, 
Henderson 

Barbara Boyle 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Coste llo 
Ms. Edna Verrilli 

James and Linda Kowalowski 

St. John's (hurch, Lyons Falls 
Mrs. JoAnn Doney 

St. Andre Bessette Parish, 
Malone 

Mr. Ca rl Bashaw 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bashaw 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Cappiello 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hart 
Evelyn Lamica 
Cheryl Learned 
Darlene Livernois 
Mr. and Mrs. John Pelkey 
Mrs. Linda Sprague 
Mrs. Mary Steenberge 

SI. Peter's Parish, Massena 
Mrs. Elizabeth Beaudet 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Beaudoin 
Tony and Janice Cortese 
Patricia Dishaw 
Mrs. Florence McLean 
Deacon and Mrs. Thomas Proulx 
Elmer Rakoce 
Rev. Mark Reilly 
Beverly Robinson 
James and Kathleen Samuel 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip St. Amand 
Mrs. Carl Scruggs, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Shaw 
Andrew Szarka 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Szarka 

51. Raphael's (hurch, Heuvelton Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Trippany 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Reed Scott Wilson 

51. Mary's and St. Paul's Parish, Joan Zappia 
Indian Lake 

Mrs. Carol Paschal 

The R(( of Keeseville 
Mr. Servando Canas 
Ms. Margaret Karkoski 
Mr. and Mrs. James King 
Patricia LaBounty 

The R(( of St. Alexander's and 
51. Joseph's, Morrisonville 

Barbara Monto 
Nancy Frenyea 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Krupka 
Arthur Lefevre 
David and Jill Marcoux 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick McGill 

Patrons 
$35 - $49 51. John's (hurch, Lafargeville 

The (( of (on stable, Westville, Mr. and Mrs. Fred LaClair The R(( of Morristown, 
Hammond and Rossie 
Rev. Christopher Carrara 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Flanders 
Judy Green 

St. (ecilia's (hurch, Adams 
Mrs. Rose Pirro 

The (( of Alexandria 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bradley 
Mrs. Frank Cava llario 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Giordano 

Holy Angels (hurch, Altona 
Fred Barcomb 

The (( of Holy Name and 
St. Matthew, Au Sable Forks 

Mrs. Theresa Devlin 
Rev. Kris Lauzon 
Deacon John J. Ryan 

& Trout River 
Mrs. Pat Matthews 

St. Mary's (hurch, (open hagen 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Thompson 

St. Stephen's (hurch, (roghan 
Bruce and Doris Boliver 
Brad and Susan Gydesen 
Mr. Gilbert Monnat 
Maryann Mooney 
Elizabeth Peters 
Ellen Proulx 
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Schwendy 

John Lucia 

St. Agnes (hurch, Lake Placid 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Beneshan 
Mr. Edward Finnerty 
Br. Pier Giorgio Pacelli 

51. James Major (hurch, 
Lake Pleasant 

Rev. Sony Pulickal 

55. Philip and James (hurch, 
Lisbon 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin HolliS 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil LaBrake 

Ann Norman 
Mrs. Marcia Thompson 

Parish of the Visitation and 
51. Raymond, Norfolk and 
Raymondville 

Rev. Andrew Amyot 
Stephen Karlberg 

The (( of St. Augustine, 
North Bangor 

Rita Michalovic 
Mrs. Rita Monica 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Perry 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rouse ll 

St. Andrew's, Norwood 
Mr. and Mrs. James Besaw 

St. Mary's (athedral, 
Ogdensburg 

Doreen Adams 
Deacon and Mrs. David Demers 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Dupree 
Deacon and Mrs. Mark LaLonde 
Ann Lesperance 
John Mellon 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Morley 
David and Tami Richer 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Sovie 
Mrs. Mary Lou White 

SI. Bartholomew's (hurch, 
Old Forge 

Lynne D. McCormi ck 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Trim bach 

St. Joseph's (hurch, 
Olmstedville 

Barbara Repp 

St. Augustine's (hurch, Peru 
Barbara Eamer 
Joan Forrence 
Mrs. Sa lly Kokes 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Manchester 
Monica Remillard 
Thomas Remillard 

St. Joseph's (hurch, 
Philadelphia 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Olshfski 

Our Lady of Victory (hurch, 
Plattsburgh 

Miss Aline Cote 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Polhemus 
Sisters of Charity ofSt. Louis 

The R(( of St. John the 
Baptist, Plattsburgh 

Loretta and Andy Cappiello 
Mrs. Dorothy Carr 
Mary Clark 
Mrs. Josephine Garrant 
Patricia Kelley 
John and Vicki Masella 
Mr. Herling Sorrell 

The (( of Moriah, Port Henry 
Rev. AI Hauser 
Suzanne Morse 
Alton Supernault 

SI. Martin's (hurch, Port Leyden 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Beltowski 
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Mangan 
Andrea McCall 
Ms. Stacey McCall 
Eva Sessions 

St. Mary's (hurch, Potsdam 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Healey 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lahendro 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
(hurch, Watertown 

Miss Suzanne Williams 

SI. Anthony's (hurch, Watertown 
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Belina 
Mr. William Boulio 
Mrs. Sa lly Grzesiak 
Ms. Cecile Hosmer 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mandeville 
Ronald Perciaccante 
Mr. John Peters 
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Spano 

James Mason 51. Patrick's (hurch, Watertown 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mucenski Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bartelson 
Co lin Myers Mrs. Ka rl Burns 

St. Patrick's (hurch, Rouses Point Miss Sandra Haight 
Mr. and Mrs. Will iam Anctil Mr. and Mrs. Anthony luo 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Barcomb St. Joseph's (hurch, West (hazy 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Dessureault Mr. and Mrs. John Lee Brean 
Mary Racicot Mr. Howard Chauvin 
Mrs. Eleanor Reynolds Mr. and Mrs. Karl Costin, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Costin 
St. Ann's (hurch, St. Regis Falls Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sanders 
Mrs. Cheryl Crinklaw 

51. Andrew's (hurch, 
Sackets Harbor 

Cathleen Arthur 
Mrs. Robert Brennan 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Hunneyman 
Mrs. Anne Thomas 

51. Bernard's, Saranac Lake 
Rev. Martin Cline 
Mr. and Mrs. John Coppolo 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Keough 
Rev. John McAvoy 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Racette 

Our Lady of Lourdes (hurch, 
Schroon Lake 

Michel Michelsen Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. Real St. Cyr 
Mrs. Francis Williford 

St. Mary's (hurch, Ticonderoga 
John Gonyea 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Liddell 

51. Alphonsus-Holy Name of 
Jesus Parish, Tupper Lake 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Arsenault 
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Connor 
Theresa Lamare 
Mrs. Jeannette Keniston 
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Robillard 

St. Philip Neri (hurch, 
Westport 

Mr. and Mrs. John Botti roli 

Other 
Mary Bobak, Grand Island 
Deacon James Gillen, Jonesboro, 
ME 

Timothy Giroux, New York City 
Marilynn Hibbard, Watertown 
David Hunt, Malone 
Rev. James Kane, Colonie 
Kathleen Lauzon, Ft. Covington 
Jason Lewis, Liverpool 
James Miller, Wadd ington 
Francis Murphy, III, Castorland 
Mary Alice O'Connor, 
St. Petersburg, FL 

Henry Pedicone, Niskayuna 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Votraw St. Mary's (hurch, Waddington 

This listing reflects 
extraordinary, sustaining, 
special and patrons from 
Jan. 1 Dec. 31 , 2021. 
Although every effort has 
been made to include the 
names of every patron, 
some mistakes are 
inevitable. If, however, an 
omission or error has 
occurred, we do apologize. 
Please notify us at 
315-608-7556 so that we 
may correct our records. 

St. Peter's (hurch, Plattsburgh Mrs. Joan Andress 
Debra Biasini Thomas Nelson 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Boulrice 
Deacon Gera ld Defayette 
Mr. and Mrs. C. DeGrand pre 
Mr. Arlen Favero 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Giroux 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hay 
Ceil Johnson 
John Miner 
William and Barbara Murray 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Nephew 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Rheome 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Whalen 

(hurch of the Holy Family, 
Watertown 

Mr. and Mrs. David Brancheau 
Loretta Esposito 
Patricia Fanning 
Miss Donna M. Hajdasz 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Herman 
Mr. and Mrs. James Keohane 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kiernan 
Deacon Edward Miller 
Mr. Charl es Nevin 
Lucille VanWormer 

"'PLEASE NOTE: Parishes are 
listed with their lega l parish 
name, not each individual 
worship site is listed as some 
worship sites are combined 
under one parish name.'" 
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Environmental Stewardship 

Caring for God's creation in 
the grocery store 

"Every choice is a renunciation," so 
said Father Ronald Rolheiser, and we 
can carry this wisdom with us when we 
are in the grocery store choosing the 
products that will sustain ourselves and 
our families. But at the same time, we 
can also choose products that can help 
protect the earth and"renounce"those 
that are detrimental to the planet's 
health. As Christians, Pope Francis has 
called us to sustain God's creation, 
which has so generously sustained us. 
The Holy Father has called us to an"eco­
logical conversion," and there is no bet­
tertime than the Lenten season to 
begin this spiritual journey. 

It is in our day-to-day activities that 
we can demonstrate this conversion. 
And the grocery store is a good place to 
start since for most of us grocery shop­
ping is part of a weekly routine. 

Let's sta rt before we enter the door. 
Carrying reusable shopping bags is the 
first good choice. 

In many stores, the produce depart­
ment is the first department we en­
counter,so let's spend some time in this 
department that is brimming with 
goodness and color. 

In this place, one ofthe important 
things to consider is packaging. Consider 
what the produce is packaged in and try 
to avoid single-use plastic containers. 
Often, the stores provide plastic bags on 
a roll to put produce in,but you can also 
buy inexpensive reusable mesh bags 
that do the same job and don't cause all 
that frustration when you try to open 
them. 

Next, consider your choice of pro­
duce. Try to buy foods that are grown lo­
cally to lessen the energy needed for 
long transport. Many stores now offer a 
selection of locally grown produce and 
display labels that identify the produce 
as locally grown. With those items, you 
are not only helping the environment, 
but helping your neighborhood farmer. 
Take advantage during the growing 
season of Farmers'Markets and farm 
stands which abound in the North 
Country.They tend to provide an oppor­
tunity for good produce and good con­
versation. 

At checkout our cart should reflect 
our intent to be good stewards of God's 
creation. As we gather around our din­
ner table tonight, may we with our 
whole being pray,"Bless uS,Oh Lord,and 
these thy gifts ... " 

Around the diocese 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 

held on the Liturgy of the Eucharist: 
Jesus Present and how to share it. 

Date: March 12 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to Noon 
Place: Waddington Parish Center 
Speaker: Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, 

SSJ 
Features: Cost is free. Please bring 

a bagged lunch for food and conversa­
tion afterwards. 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

March 10 - Rev. Hector Mauriot, 
O.M.I.,1895 
March 11 - Msgr. Edmund 
Charles M.J.DePauw, 1911 
March 12 - Rev.Joseph L.Stick­
elmyer, 1984 
March 13 - Rev.James Keveny, 
1880; Rev. Ferdinand J. Ouellet, 
1929; Rev. Joseph A. Bachand, 1950 
March 14 - Msgr.Maurice John 
Bellamy, 1958; Msgr. Edgar A. Gal­
lagher, 1961; Rev.John Quinn, 
M.5.L, 1962; Rev. Joseph E.Tur­
cotte, O.M.I., 1980; Rev. Edward C. 
Rivette, 1981; Rev. Timothy J. 
Soucy, 2009 
March 15 - Rev. Charles J. Mc­
Morrow, 1898; Rev. Howard G. 
Goiser, 1984 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of sus­
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ­
ees or volunteers, contact Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, Terri­
anne Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 
Route 374, Merrill, NY 12955; terri­
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: 518-651-2267 days; 518-
569-0612 evenings; or Father 
Christopher Carrara, the Episcopal 
Vicar for Clergy; 
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 31 5-
393-2920 ext. 1340. If you have a 
complaint of suspected sexual 
abuse or related misconduct by the 
bishops, contact the Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting Serv­
ice at 800-276-1562 or 
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org. 

Contact: To register for a location 
go to: www.rcdony.org/litur­
gyeucharist 

ST. PATRICK'S DINNER 
Canton - Traditional St. Patrick's Din­
ner to be held. 

Date: March 17 
Time: 4:30 p.m. 
Place: st. Mary's Gym 
Cost: Age 13 and up, $12;Children 

5-12, $6; Under 5, $2; Family, $40 
Features: Corned Beef or Shep­

herd's Pie. There will also be Irish En­
tertainment. 

ALPHA 
Massena - You're invited to ALPHA. 

Date: Starting Tuesdays April 5 
Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Hall 
Features: Join for a meal and fel-

lowship. No cost to attend 
Contact: Sylvie Marion at 315-769-

2469 

DAY OF MERCY 
Canton - St. Mary's Church will be of­
fering a Day of Mercy. 

Date: April 6 
Time: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

March 9 - 9:45 a.m. - Episcopal 
Council Meeting at Bishop's Resi­
dence 
March 10 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
March 12 - 10:30 a.m. - Dioce­
san Pastoral Council Meeting at St. 
Peter's Church in Hammond 
March 13 - 8 a.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 

2:30 p.m. - Rite of Election at 
St. Mary's Cathedral 
March 14 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
March 16 - Seminarian visit at 
the Pontifical College Josephinum 
in Columbus, Ohio 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg uses 
the training, Protecting God's Chil­
dren for Adults. If you need to com­
plete VIRTUS training, contact Jean 
Grizzuto, jgrizzuto@rcdony.org or 
315-393-2920 x 1413. 

Features: The Sacrament of Confes­
sion to be heard all day with a pause at 
8:15 a.m. for morning Mass. 
REFLEG AND RECONCILE 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

A Diocese of Ogdensburg youth Lenten 
retreat to be held for all young people 
in grades 7 to 12. 

Schedule: March 12 at St. Mary's 
Cathedral Brzana Room, Ogdensburg; 
March 26 at St. Mary's Parish Center, 
Champlain. 

Time: 1 p.m. to 5 
Features: As we dive deeper into 

the sacrament of Reconciliation and 
the season of Lent, we should center 
ourselves and work to understand who 
we are. Join fellow youth in grades 7 to 
12 as you get a chance to dive deeper, 
to understand more in a space that is 
judgment-free and supportive. 

Contact: Registration: 
rcdony.org/lentenretreat For more in­
formation please contact Tom Semer­
aro - Office of Youth Ministry-
315-393-2920 ext.1415 ortsemer­
aro@rcdony.org 

PRESENTATION OF FORGIVEN 
A Continuation ofthe Eucharist Initia­
tive. Explore the transforming power 
and the healing grace of the Sacra­
ment of Penance and Reconciliation. 
Discover the merciful way that God 
calls us back to Himself when we have 
sinned. 

Date: March 26 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center, Clay­

ton; Dostie Hall, Watertown; St. Peter's 
Church, Lowville; Father Amyot Parish 
Center, Norfolk; st. Edmund's Parish 
Center, Ellenburg; The Emmaus Room 
inside St. Peter's Church, Plattsburgh; 
St. Bernard's School, Saranac Lake; Holy 
Ghost Parish Center in Tupper Lake 

Features: There will be time for dis­
cussion during the event which is free 
to attend. Please bring a bagged lunch. 

Contact: To register go to:www.rc­
dony.org/forgiven 

YOUTH RALLY 
Saranac Lake - Diocese of Ogdensburg 
Youth Rally to be held. 

Date: Apr.2 
Time: 10:30 a.m. sign in to 6 p.m. 

(youth rally ends at 4:30 with Mass at 
St. Agnes at 5 p.m.) 

Place: High Peaks Resort 
Cost: $35 per youth 

MARCH 9,2022 

Features: For youth in grades 7 to 
12. Theme will be "In His House': It will 
be a day filled with faith, friendship 
and fun. 

Contact: Please visit: 
www.rcdony.org/youth/rally or con­
tactTom Semeraro 315-393-2920 ext. 
1415 

CHRISM MASS 
Ogdensburg - All the faithful of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg are invited to 
join the Most Reverend Terry R. LaVal­
ley in the annual Renewal of Priestly 
Commitment, the Blessing of the Holy 
Oils and the consecration of the Sacred 
Chrism for use in all the churches of 
the diocese. 

Date: April 7 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 

Features: The Chrism Mass will also 
be livestreamed at 
www.rcdony.org/livemass. 

DIGGING DEEPER INTO THE MYS­
TERY OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
Ogdensburg -A day of reflection based 
on the fourth video of Presence, "Bibli­
cal Foundations." 

Date: April 9 
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $25 
Speaker: Sister Mary Gregory 

Munger,SSJ 
Features: A Continuation ofThe 

Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. Lunch 
will be provided. 

Contact: To register go to: www.rc­
dony.org/diggingdeeper 

LIFE GIVING WOUNDS RETREAT 
Saranac Lake - Retreat to be held for 
anyone 18 or over whose parents are 
no longer together either through sep­
aration, divorce, or were never married. 
Date: June 10 -12 
Place: Guggenheim Center 
Cost: $100 includes lodging, food and 
retreat materials. 
Features: Topics will include anxiety, 
anger, sin, temptation and forgiveness. 
All presentations are given by trained, 
expert speakers who are children of di­
vorce. 
Contact: To register, go to 
rcdony.org/lifegw. For more informa­
tion, visit lifegivingwounds.org For fi­
nancial assistance to attend the 
retreat, contact Steve Tartaglia at 315-
393-2920 or startaglia@rcdony.org 
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Life in abundance: A journey to DC 
By Catherine Bracy 
Contributing Writer 

Editor's Note: North 
Country Catholic Con­
tributing Writer Catherine 
Bracy attended the March 
for Life with young adults 
from the diocese in janu­
ary. Here's she looks back 
and reflects on her expe­
rience on thatjourney. 

Life is precious and full 
of blessings for those 
able to experience it, 
whether they know it or 
not. My most recent 
blessing came during my 
trip to the March for Life 
in Washington, DC, start­
ing with my dad disbe­
lieving that the meeting 
place for some diocesan 
young adults would be at 
Rent-A-Wreck. I knew 
everything would be al­
right when Father Bryan 
Stitt walked in, and I real­
ized we would travel by 
rented van instead. Once 
everyone arrived, includ­
ing Father Joe Giroux, we 
drove to the Syracuse 
area to the beautiful little 
chapel of St. Margaret's 
Church in Mattydale for 
Mass and to pick up more 
people, including Deacon 
Leagon Carlin. 

We soon completed the 
multi-hour drive, arriving 
in Silver Springs, Mary­
land, at 6 p.m. After 
pizza, we went to see - as 
Father Stitt said - "Lincoln 
and his friends," the stat­
ues and memorials in the 
nation's capital. I was able 
to grasp a little of the sac­
rifice of the memorials, 
though the cold com­
manded slightly more at­
tention. I talked with the 
only person who had 
come from Plattsburgh, 
Mary Skillan, the Campus 
Minister of Plattsburgh's 
Newman Center. We even­
tually drove to the hotel 
to check in between 9 and 
10 at night. 

Included on the young adult trip to the March for Life were, from left, (back 
row) Chris Hickman, Braden Jarosz, Brendan Thompson, Connor Cummings, 
Aidan O'Neill, Father Bryan Stitt, Father Joe Giroux, Lucas Roberts-Williams. 
(middle) Madonna Champagne, Monica Trummer, Sarah Macintosh, Clare 
McCarty. (front) Catherine Bracy, Megan Carlisle, Mary Skillan. 

I roomed with Madonna 
Champagne, who I felt I 
had known a while thanks 
to her bubbly personality 
and the fact that we 
bonded over a love of St. 
John Paul II. 

The next morning, we 
attended a small Mass at 
St. Michael's Church. I 
asked God to let me see a 
few unexpected people 
from my alma mater, 
Franciscan University, 
that day. We quickly lo­
cated a store for breakfast 
before getting last-minute 
hotel stuff. We then took 
the metro to the Catholic 
University of America and 
the Basilica of the Immac­
ulate Conception, where 
we took a photo on the 
front steps, then went in 
to explore. 

I and a few others knelt 
and followed the Basilica 
Mass, delighting in the 
beauty around us and the 
powerful sound of the 

organ! 
After perusing the 

bookstore, we headed to 
Fourth Street near the Na­
tional Mall, where the 
rally was well underway. 
Splitting off into groups 
again, I was with Sarah 
Macintosh (a member of 
the Watertown Youth 
Group), Father Stitt, and 
Father Giroux, we went 
into the Smithsonian for 
food, after which we 
found ourselves being 
swept close to the head of 
the March. The walk only 
lasted around 30 min­
utes! 

The next hour was 
spent waiting for the rest 
of our group at the li­
brary of Congress. I, how­
ever, had seen the banner 
of my alma mater - Fran­
ciscan University - that is 
usually carried by stu­
dents in the March, so I 
asked permission and 
peeled off on my own. I 

found a few acquain­
tances and even a friar 
who had been my dorm 
chaplain! 

As I came and rejoined 
the group, my largest per­
sonal surprise came as 
we were passing the Mu­
seum of the American In­
dian. I was walking by 
when, sporting a Francis­
can U hat, out came Fa­
ther Matt Russick, TOR, 
who had been a chaplain 
in Austria during my time 
at Franciscan's first Sum­
mer Study Abroad pro­
gram! I remembered that 
he was being reassigned 
from Franciscan to DC by 
his superiors. I called, 
"Father Matt!" "Catherine!" 
he answered. We only had 
time for a fistbump and 
wave before going our 
ways, yet I reflected that 
he had been an answer to 
my prayer for the unex­
pected I had said at our 
morning Mass. God is 
good. 

After a hotel half-hour 
of decompressing and a 
fantastic candlelit dinner 
at the Copper Canyon 
Grill, we discovered Fa­
ther Stitt had reserved a 
room for an evening of 
games - namely, Code­
name and the Catholic 
Card Game. 

After a fun few hours, 
around 10 o'clock, most 
of us had an appetite, and 
the priests had turned in. 
We decided on Coldstone 
Creamery: agonizing over 
all the choices, scraping 
up each drop with small 
spoons, then walking 
back through the cold be­
tween 10:30 and 11 p.m. 

At the hotel, we decided 
to cram in one elevator 11 
people strong. One per­
son jumped and the ele­
vator stopped, leaving us 
stranded. A sweaty 20 
minutes and one Hail 
Mary later, we descended, 
reached the ground floor, 
grabbed our then-dis-

carded coats, and 
thanked the front desk, 
warning and probably 
scaring people waiting for 
the elevator. 

Most took the stairs 
after that, though those 
of us daring to ascend by 
elevator reached the 11 th 
floor. 

The eventful night 
ended with the perpetra­
tor of the jump apologiz­
ing, and all was well. 

The next morning, we 
were off to Mount St. 
Mary's Seminary and Uni­
versity to have our last 
daily Mass at the Church 
nearby. 

There was a gift shop, 
statuary displays, and 
trails near the National 
Seton Shrine, where we 
wandered, took pictures, 
and prayed in peace, de­
spite the encouraging fact 
that other Catholic youth 
in buses had the same 
idea. 

An hour down the road 
was the Shrine itself. We 
perused a bookstore, 
viewed a short movie 
about St. Elizabeth's life, 
and saw the beautiful 
Basilica. 

After the five-hour drive 
where we lunched and lis­
tened to a few episodes of 
Father Mike Schmidt's 
pod cast, we arrived in 
Syracuse, where we had a 
last meal together at a 
Taste of Asia restaurant, 
which excited me! Back at 
St. Margaret's, we said 
heartfelt good byes to 
those leaving for Malone 
and Syracuse, then we 
drove back to Watertown, 
where I was brought 
home, overflowing with 
these current memories. 
From the elevator adven­
ture to the beautiful 
chapels, to the joy of see­
ing so many pro-life peo­
ple my age, the 
experience was a gift. 

I am extremely thank­
ful. 
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U .5. government urged to 
aid Ukrainians, work with 
agencies 'on the ground' 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - Amid the 
developing humanitarian 
crisis in Ukraine, the 
chairman of the U.S. bish­
ops' international policy 
committee urged the U.S. 
government "to provide 
all possible assistance to 
the people of Ukraine 
and to work closely with 
faith-based partners who 
are already on the 
ground providing emer­
gencyaid." 

Bishop David J. Malloy 
of Rockford, Illinois, 
chairman of the u.s. Con­
ference of Catholic Bish­
ops' Committee on 
International Justice and 
Peace, issued the state­
ment March 4. 

In it he also encouraged 
everyone "to give gener­
ously to organizations 
such as Catholic Relief 
Services and USCCB's 
Collection for the Church 
in Central and Eastern 
Europe that are bringing 
tangible relief and the 
hope of Christ to those in 
need." 

Donations to CRS, the 
U.S. bishops' overseas re­
lief and development 
agency, can be made at 
https:!/bit.ly/3KhEvFv. 
Information on how to 
give to the USCCB collec­
tion can be found at 
https:!/www.usccb.org/c 
ommittees/church-cen­
tral-eastern-europe. 

"On Feb. 24, the world 
watched in horror as Rus­
sia launched airstrikes 
and began shelling 
Ukraine," Bishop Malloy 
said. ''The death toll is al­
ready in the hundreds if 
not thousands and 
mounting. Over 1 million 
Ukrainians have already 
fled the fighting into 
neighboring European 

countries and millions 
more could become 
refugees." 

In this time of crisis, he 
said the U.S. bishops 
"echo the appeal by Pope 
Francis to those 'with po­
litical responsibility to 
examine their con­
sciences seriously before 
God, who is the God of 
peace and not of war ... 
who wants us to be 
brothers and not ene­
mies.'" 

"We join with the Holy 
Father in praying that 'all 
the parties involved re­
frain from any action that 
would cause even more 
suffering to the people, 
destabilizing coexistence 
between nations and 
bringing international 
law into disrepute,'" 
Bishop Malloy said. 

"We also join in solidar­
ity with the Ukrainian Or­
thodox Churches and the 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the U.S. who 
are all united in prayer 
for their people and their 
homeland," he added. 

The Knights of Colum­
bus fraternal organiza­
tion, based in Hartford, 
Connecticut, is among 
U.S. groups that have 
launched humanitarian 
initiatives for Ukraine 
and its people. 

On Feb. 25, the Knights 
committed $1 million for 
immediate distribution 
to support Ukrainians 
impacted by the Russian 
invasion and also 
launched the Ukraine Sol­
idarity Fund, pledging to 
match all funds raised up 
to an additional 
$500,000. 

As of March 2, the fund 
had raised over 
$747,000, for a total of 

more than $2.2 million in 
assistance; 100% of dona­
tions are being used to 
assist internally dis­
placed people and 
refugees from Ukraine, 
according to a Knights 
news release. 

It said the funds are 
being used to provide 
shelter, food, medical 
supplies, clothing and re­
ligious goods, as well as 
other humanitarian 
needs as identified, both 
directly in Ukraine and 
through refugee sites in 
Poland. 

"Some of the proudest 
moments in the order's 
history have come amid 
the adversity of war," 
Supreme Knight Patrick 
Kelly said in a video mes­
sage to the more than 
1,800 Knights of Colum­
bus in Ukraine Feb. 25. 
"We are called 'Knights' 
for a reason. There is a 
reason we count patriot­
ism among our guiding 
principles. The hour is 
upon us." 

In Poland, among other 
efforts, local Knights 
have established tents at 
the Polish-Ukrainian bor­
der to distribute food 
and water to refugees; 
have established collec­
tion sites in some cities 
for medical supplies, 
warm clothing and ne­
cessities; and have cre­
ated a database of 
parishioner homes and 
parish centers that will 
host refugees. 

"Polish Knights and 
their families have al­
ready received and 
housed wives and chil­
dren sent by some 
Ukrainian Knights across 
the border," the news re­
lease noted. 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 

AT A GLANCE 
Young Catholics say they need church leaders to listen, engage 
WINONA, Minn. (CNS) - Catholic young people in the u.s. are leaving behind 
traditional models of learning about and living out their faith, and clergy, youth 
ministers and others will have to make some drastic changes to their ministry 
style if they want to keep them engaged. That's the bottom line of "The State of 
Religion & Young People 2021- Catholic Edition," a report released Feb. 23 by 
Springtide Research Institute, a Minnesota-based nonprofit sociological re­
search institute dedicated to exploring the spiritual lives of young people. Its 
current research focuses on the demographic ages 13-25, also known as Gener­
ation Z. The report highlights the results of surveys and interviews done with 
1,630 young Catholics nationwide and reflects Catholic responses out of a pool 
of more than 10,000 from a wide variety offaiths whose responses were com­
piled for Springtide's annual report on the state of religion and young people. 
Springtide's data shows that while religion is important to many young 
Catholics, they're not seeking it out in the same way or following the same 
practices their parents and grandparents did. And unlike many of their older 
family members, most of them don't look to the church as a source of help in 
difficult times. 

Prosecution drops case against Missionaries of Charity in India 
NEW DELHI, India (CNS) - The much-publicized case of religious conversion 
against the Missionaries of Charity in India's Gujarat state ended after the pros­
ecution admitted there was no serious basis to proceed against them. 
Ucanews.com reported the prosecution gave a written statement to a court in 
Vadodara that it would not pursue the case any further, although the first infor­
mation report written by police to set the investigation in motion has yet to be 
quashed. The prosecution's undertaking meant an end to the adverse publicity 
and harassment of the nuns from the Kolkata-based organization founded by 
Mother Teresa. Their Nirmala Shishu Bhavan home in Vadodara houses 48 girls, 
including 22 who are mentally and physically challenged. In a related develop­
ment, the court also dropped the hearing of an anticipatory bail application 
filed by two members of the Missionaries of Charity, who did not want to be 
identified, ending their nearly three-month ordeal to avoid likely arrest for a 
crime they never committed, ucanews.com reported. 

Florida bishops applaud passage of 1 S-week ban on abortion 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (CNS) - The Catholic bishops of Florida praised the state Leg­
islature for passing a measure to prohibit most abortions after 15 weeks of 
pregnancy. H.B. 5 also includes provisions to improve infant health and analyze 
and reduce fetal and infant mortality. "While we continue to look forward to 
the day when the full protection of unborn life is recognized in law, we are en­
couraged that H.B. 5 further limits the grave harm that abortion inflicts upon 
women and children," said Christie Arnold, associate for social concerns and re­
spect life at the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops. The conference, which is 
the public policy arm of the Catholic Church in Florida, said in a March 3 news 
release that Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis has expressed support for this legis­
lation and is expected to sign it into law. "In an incremental, yet important, 
step, the bill provides at least eight additional weeks of protection for children 
in the womb. Current Florida law prohibits abortion when a child is viable, or 
able to survive outside the womb - currently closer to 24 weeks," the release 
said. 
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NEW YORK (CNS) - This year's 
Academy Award nomina­
tions were announced Feb. 
8. Following are capsule re­
views of films contending 
for Best Picture. The Oscars 
ceremony will take place on 
Sunday, March 27. 
"BELFAST' (FOCUS) 

Writer-director Kenneth 
Branagh uses the perspec­
tive of a 9-year-old boy 
(Jude Hill) living in the city 
of the title to examine the 
effects of the sectarian 
strife that swept across 
Northern Ireland at the very 
end of the 1960s. As the 
lad's father (Jamie Dornan), 
who journeys back and 
forth to England for work, 
resists pressure from the 
ruthless leader (Colin Mor­
gan) of the local Protestant 
extremists to join in the vi­
olence, his mother 
(Caitriona Balfe) struggles 
to keep him and his older 
brother (Lewis McAskie) 
safe and morally grounded. 
Though emigration seems 
the best option for the fam­
ily, it would mean separat­
ing themselves from the 
grandparents (Judi Dench 
and Ciarcin Hinds) with 
whom the youth shares a 
close emotional bond. A 
sensitive exploration of the 
plight of decent people sur­
rounded by malignant big­
otry, this moving drama is 
also a celebration of roman­
tic love, ranging from the 
protagonist's shy affection 
for a classmate (Olive Ten­
nant) to two examples of 
enduring marriage. The 
film's artistic merit and eth­
ical surefootedness will 
probably outweigh its occa­
sional verbal defects in the 
minds of parents judging 
its acceptability for older 
teens. Some stylized vio­
lence, a few instances each 
of profanity and milder 
swearing, fleeting rough 
and crude language. The 
Catholic News Service clas­
sification is A-III - adults. 
The Motion Picture Associ­
ation rating is PG-l3. 
"CODA" (APPLE 1V) 

The challenges of being 

II NOR THe 0 U N TRY CAT H 0 LIe ENTERTAINMENT 
AT THE MOVIES 

And the nominees are ... 
the only hearing member of 
a close-knit family are mov­
ingly explored in this 
drama, the title of which is 
an acronym for child of 
deaf adults. That phrase de­
scribes the situation of the 
film's main character 
(Emilia Jones), the 17-year­
old scion of a working-class 
fishing clan (rounded out 
by parents Marlee Matlin 
and Troy Kotsur and older 
brother Daniel Durant) in 
Gloucester, Massachusetts. 
Her love of singing 
prompts her to join her 
school choir (led by Euge­
nio Derbez) and leaves her 
struggling to decide 
whether she should try to 
get into a prestigious music 
college or stay at home 
where she has always 
served as her relatives' in­
terpreter. She receives sym­
pathetic support via her 
burgeoning romance with a 
fellow vocalist (Ferdia 
Walsh-Peelo) on whom she 
has long had a crush. Un­
fortunately, the salty qual­
ity of some of the silent 
banter that gets tossed 
around in the protagonist's 
loving household, together 
with other mature ele­
ments, makes this high­
quality coming-of-age story 
inappropriate for kids, al­
though the insight it pro­
vides into the culture it so 
authentically depicts may 
prompt the parents of at 
least some older teens to 
overlook these lapses. Brief 
physical violence, drug use, 
a sequence involving 
mostly off-screen marital 
lovemaking, frequent crude 
and crass language, some 
scatological humor. The 
Catholic News Service clas­
sification is A-III - adults. 
The Motion Picture Associ­
ation rating is PG-l3 . 
"DON'T LOOK UP" (NETFUX) 

Clever comedy in which 
an astronomy grad student 
(Jennifer Lawrence) discov­
ers a comet that her mentor 
(Leonardo DiCaprio) soon 
calculates is on a collision 
course with Earth. Teaming 
with a government official 

(Rob Morgan), they try to 
alert the president (Meryl 
Streep) and later the public 
at large that this is a poten­
tial extinction event. But 
the chief executive is too 
focused on politics and the 
media (personified by feel­
good newscasters Cate 
Blanchett and Tyler Perry) 
too anxious to look on the 
bright side of doomsday for 
anyone to respond appro­
priately. Even those who 
may not appreciate writer­
director Adam McKay's 
parable about global warm­
ing or his put-down of 
Trumpian populism may 
enjoy his skewering of pop 
culture. As for religion, sin­
cere faith is celebrated in 
the unlikely figure of a be­
lieving skateboarder (Timo­
thee Chalamet) even as its 
counterfeit is satirized 
while family values, repre­
sented by the professor's 
much put-upon wife 
(Melanie Lynskey) triumph 
in the end. For those grown 
viewers willing to with­
stand constantly coarse di­
alogue, Mark Rylance's 
hilarious turn as an eccen­
tric billionaire will be the 
icing on the cake. Brief full 
nudity in a nonsexual con­
text, an adultery theme, 
drug use, profanities, per­
vasive crude language. The 
Catholic News Service clas­
sification is A-III - adults. 
The Motion Picture Associ­
ation rating is R. 
"DRIVE MY CAR" (JANUS) 

Passages in the life of a 
theater director (Hidetoshi 
Nishijima) show his compli­
cated marriage (to Reika 
Kirishima), his relationship 
with the young actor 
(Masaki Okada) he casts as 
the title character in Anton 
Chekhov's "Uncle Vanya" 
and his burgeoning friend­
ship with the chauffeur 
(Toko Miura) whose serv­
ices are a perk of his resi­
dency at the Hiroshima arts 
center where the produc­
tion is being presented. The 
complexity of human mo­
tives and behavior, the 
power of the past to haunt 

the present and the bond 
between the living and the 
dead are among the themes 
of director and co-writer 
Ryusuke Hamaguchi's mul­
tilayered, literary drama. 
But its frank portrayal of 
sexual encounters both le­
gitimate and immoral, 
while properly contextual­
ized, makes it suitable only 
for those grown-ups willing 
to grapple with such mate­
rial. Graphic marital love­
making and adulterous 
activity, sexual references, 
a couple of instances each 
of profanity. The Catholic 
News Service classification 
is L - limited adult audi­
ence, films whose problem­
atic content many adults 
would find troubling. Not 
rated by the Motion Picture 
Association. 
"DUNE" (WARNER BROS.) 

Gripping sci-fi epic, 
adapted by director and co­
writer Denis Villeneuve 
from the 1965 novel by 
Frank Herbert, centers on 
the heir (Timothee Chala­
met) to a powerful dynasty 
of intergalactic warriors 
who may also be the mes­
siah figure foretold in vari­
ous prophecies. As his clan 
gets caught up in the battle 
for control of the titular 
world, a desert planet rich 
in a highly-prized spice, he 
seeks to emulate his sage 
and enlightened father 
(Oscar Isaac). But his priest­
ess mother (Rebecca Fergu­
son) steers him toward a 
more mysterious destiny. 
Combining elements of a 
costume drama, an against­
the-odds quest and a para­
ble about imperialism, the 
film features a complex re­
ligious mythos requiring 
careful reflection on the 
part of viewers. Parents will 
probably find it acceptable 
for those older teens capa­
ble of sorting through such 
material. Nonscriptural be­
liefs, much stylized but 
sometimes intense vio­
lence, cohabitation, partial 
nudity, brief sexual refer­
ences, at least one crude 
term. The Catholic News 

Service classification is A-III 
- adults. The Motion Picture 
Association rating is PG-l3. 
"KING RICHARD" (WARNER 
BROS.) 

A vivid performance from 
Will Smith as the father of 
future tennis greats Venus 
(Saniyya Sidney) and Serena 
(Demi Singleton) Williams 
energizes this intriguing 
fact-based sports drama. By 
turns determined and, as 
the nickname of the title 
suggests, domineering, 
with the help of his dedi­
cated wife (Aunjanue Ellis), 
he overcomes long odds to 
fulfill his dream of making 
his daughters world­
renowned champions. Yet 
the obstacles barring his 
way include not only the 
meagerness of his eco­
nomic resources, the dan­
gers of life in the 
gang-ridden Los Angeles 
neighborhood his family in­
habits and the racism, both 
institutional and personal, 
he frequently encounters 
but the downsides of his 
own personality, negative 
traits that bring him into 
conflict with a duo of 
highly regarded coaches 
(Tony Goldwyn and Jon 
Bernthal). Though over­
long, director Reinaldo Mar­
cus Green's film highlights 
the value of persistence, 
humility, self-discipline and 
good parenting. Some vul­
gar dialogue aside, more­
over, there's not much to 
prevent the sharing of 
those life lessons with older 
adolescents. Brief gun and 
physical violence, at least 
one instance each of pro­
fanity, a few crude expres­
sions. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-III 
- adults. The Motion Picture 
Association rating is PG-l3. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Encounters with the Lord 
We're definitely launched 

into the "discipline" of Lent. 
As we get out of bed each 
morning, we're get­
ting more accus­
tomed to looking 
ahead to some spe­
cial practice we've 
decided on for the 
day. Perhaps it's 
meeting with our 
Lenten scripture 
group. Maybe its 

Mass celebrated at a time 
that fits our schedule. Daily 
Mass is really the crown of 

Lenten practice. 
The sacred liturgy 
focuses our minds 
on the Word, nour­
ishes our whole 
person in Eu­
charist. and gives 
joy and purpose to 
the whole day. 

Our readings 
joining with a Monsignor 
friend to visit a Paul E. 
nursing home or a Whitmore 
friend who has lost 

today are about 
two frightening 
"cloud" experiences. 
Abram (he's not yet 

a family member. 
Maybe it's the Stations of 
the Cross. Lent provides 
endless opportunities if we 
look for them. Hopefully, 
we're within reach of a 

called Abraham) is 
undergoing a test from God 
before he receives exten­
sive land in covenant. The 
sacrifice is prepared, and 
he is awaiting divine action 

March 13 
Second Sunday of Lent 

READINGS 
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Luke 9:28b-36 

in consuming the split ani­
mals. Abram becomes 
frightened as a cloud 
plunges him in darkness 
for several hours. After a 
fiery torch passes through 
the sacrifice, God com­
pletes His promise. 

Arriving at new levels in 
life can be frightening . The 
Gospel is about the "high 
places" in our journey, 
pointing to light and resur­
rection. Notice how afraid 

CALLED TO SERVE 

Peter, james, and john are 
when they see jesus trans­
figured in light. jesus 
seems at home in the glory 
of Tabor, talking with 
Moses and Elijah, both of 
whom had experienced 
light in their encounters 
with God on earth. The 
great Lawgiver and the 
great Prophet talk to jesus 
who is the Law, to jesus 
who fulfills all prophecy. 
We wonder what they 
talked about. Perhaps jesus 
is telling them that soon, he 
will bring them to everlast­
ing encounter with light as 
soon as he has risen from 
death. Then, like Abram, 
they are plunged into the 
darkness of a cloud. In the 
cloud, the voice of the Fa-

Your Father will repay you 
There is a greater incen­

tive to keep our Lenten 
promises than there is for 
keeping New Year's Resolu­
tions. 

By now, two plus months 
into the new year, most of 
us have forgotten whatever 
we resolved to do this year 
to make us better people. 

Perhaps we resolved to lose 
weight, learn to speak a 
second language, be kinder, 
gentler when yelling at the 
dog. Stuff like that. Good 
intentions that have gone 
the way of last night's bowl 
of ice cream. 

Lent is different. We don't 
resolve to do anything. We 

4\' -t~~l- G'[}od News Foundation 
~y = of Central New York Inc. 

is seeking applicantsJor the position oj 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
The Good News Foundation of Central NY, Inc. seeks to 

replace its retiring Executive Director. The ideal candidate will 
be a practicing Catholic able to demonstrate a minimum of 

three (3) years not-for-profit organizational leadership 
overseeing programming, fund development, and facilities 

usage. Experience fostering relationships with Board of 
Directors, volunteers, religious and lay church and community 

leaders is also desired. 

For the mission and description of The Good News 
and a complete list of duties and qualifications, 
along with instructions on how to apply, visit 

thegoodnewscenter.org. 

choose to sacrifice some­
thing dear to us, and it's 
only for 40 days. "I 
can do that!" we ex­
claim. Ice cream 
keeps invading my 
thinking. 

I've always loved 
the Ash Wednesday 
Gospel reading 
from Matthew that 
helps us keep our 
sacrifices during 

Deacon 

every year." 
I guess we were sup-

posed to congratu­
late him or 
something. We did­
n't need access to a 
calendar, Isaac 
would let us know 
how many days it 
has been since Ash 
Wednesday. 

Lent in perspective. 
God knows I am sac- Kevin Mastellon 

The truth is Isaac 
was miserable all 
during Lent. His 

friends learned to 
steer clear of him. rificing. I know I am 

sacrificing. No one else 
needs to know. 

A dear friend of mine 
loved beer. I don't mean he 
was an alcoholic. He just 
loved a beer or two every 
day. This friend, let's call 
him Isaac, would give up 
beer for Lent every year. 

That's fine, but Isaac 
would tell everyone he met 
that he had not consumed 
a beer for so many days 
since Lent started. "I gave 
up beer for Lent," Isaac 
would announce, "I do that 

Those who had the misfor­
tune of encountering Isaac 
regularly during Lent, 
started wondering what 
they had said or done to 
earn Isaac's vitriol, his cruel 
and bitter criticism. 

Come Easter, Isaac was a 
different person. Smiling, 
happy, full of jokes and 
back slapping good humor. 
Beer was back in Isaac's life. 

Every year when I pro­
claim the passage from 
Matthew, "when you fast, 
anoint your head and wash 
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ther thundering from 
heaven: "This is my chosen 
Son, listen to Him." If they 
are faithful, they, too, will 
come into dazzling light 
one days. They just have to 
be patient. If we wish to live 
in everlasting light, we too 
must be patient. We must 
be light for the world on 
earth. 

Because of the frighten­
ing things happening this 
year in our world, we need 
to make this a Lent like 
we've never made before. 
As we heard in the letter of 
St. Paul to the Philippians, 
"Our citizenship is in 
heaven." Our Easter at the 
close of this Lent is a fore­
taste and promise of our 
own Resurrection. 

your face, so that you may 
not appear to be fasting, ex­
cept to your Father who is 
hidden," I think of Isaac. 
That's why I smile when I 
read that section of the 
Gospel. 

For years I have mini­
mized personal sacrifice 
during Lent and opted in­
stead for some regular 
righteous thing. I focused 
more on prayer and alms­
giving than I did on fasting. 
In part my reluctance to 
sacrifice was influenced by 
Isaac. I did not want to be 
like him for 40 days. 

Not this year. I am com­
mitted to denying myself 
some little pleasure as a 
sacrifice to God. 

I won't tell you what it is, 
that's between God and me. 
Happy Lent. 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 
He is the Director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
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Donating 
to help 
Ukraine 

WASHINGTON (CNS) -Various 
Catholic agencies are col­
lecting donations to aid 
with the humanitarian cri­
sis in Ukraine, as people 
flee to escape Russian 
bombing and shelling. 
Here are some places to 
donate. This list is not ex­
haustive. 

The international Caritas 
confederation is collecting 
funds to help Caritas 
Ukraine. In the United 
States, that is through 
Catholic Relief Services: 
https:!/bit.ly/3LWtOKa. In­
ternationally, you can do­
nate through caritas.org. 

The Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadel­
phia also has a link: 
https:!/ukrarcheparchy.us 
/donate. 

Two pontifical agencies 
also are taking donations 
for Ukraine: Catholic Near 
East Welfare Association, 
https:!/cnewa.org/cam­
paigns/ukraine/, and Aid 
to the Church in Need, 
churchinneed.org. Interna­
tionally, Aid to the Church 
can be reached at 
https:!/bit.ly/3vfqCn4. 

The Knights of Colum­
bus launched the Ukraine 
Solidarity Fund, and dona­
tions can be made at 
kofc.org/secure/en/do­
nate/ukraine.html. On 
Feb. 25, the Knights of 
Columbus announced a 
commitment of $1 million 
for immediate distribution 
to support Ukrainian 
refugees and will match all 
funds raised up to an addi­
tional $500,000. The relief 
funding will be used to 
provide shelter, food, 
medical supplies, clothing 
and religious goods, as 
well as other humanitarian 
needs as identified, both 
directly in Ukraine and 
through refugee sites in 
Poland. 

OBITUARIES 
Brasher Falls - Gregory James Buck­
ley, 61; Mass of Christian Burial March 
11,2022 at 51. Patrick's Church. 

Brushton - Ethel Grace (Jones) 
Gagnon, 102; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 4, 2022 at 51. Mary's Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Brushton - Marcella M. Trudeau, 86; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 11, 
2022 at 51. Mary's Church. 

Canton - Walter R. Christy, 93; Mass 
of Christian Burial March 5,2022 at 51. 
Mary's Church; burial in 51. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Carthage - Robert A. Haskins, 85; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 1,2022 
at 51. James Church; burial in Hillside 
Cemetery, Champion. 

Clayton - Anthony J. Winter, 64; Mass 
of Christian Burial March 4,2022 at 51. 
Mary's Church; burial in 51. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Cornwall Island, Onto - Alexina 
(McDonald) Auger, 91; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial at 51. Regis Mission Church 
in the spring. 

Copenhagen - Frances C. (Wetsig) 
Harris, 92; Funeral Services March 7, 
2022 at Lundy Funeral Home; burial in 
Hillside Cemetery, Champion. 

Dannemora - Vincent C.lennon, 93; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 5,2022 
at 51. Joseph's Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Mose R."Sonny" Mc­
Donald, Jr., 89; Burial in StJoseph's 
Cemetery. 

Lake Placid - Claire (McNamara) O'­
Connor, 83; Mass of Christian Burial 
May 7,2022 at 51. Agnes Church. 

Lowville - Ora Jean (Van Cour) 
Petrus, 79; Services to be held at a 
later date. 
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Lowville - Nina Mary (Boschenko) 
Posello, 95; Services to be held in the 
spring. 

Louisville - Barbara A. (Castagnier) 
Runions, 73; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 3,2022 at 51. lawrence Church; 
burial in 51. lawrence Cemetery. 

Malone - Ellen Marie (Wallace) Gal­
lagher, 83; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 3,2022 at Notre Dame Church. 

Malone - Rickey Tatro, 72; Mass of 
Christian Burial March 4, 2022 at Notre 
Dame Church; burial in Stjohn Bosco 
Cemetery. 

Morrisonville - Marcel H. Pellerin, 
73; Graveside services in May at 51. 
Alexander's Cemetery. 

Morrisonville - Margaret Sarah 
(Tripp) Wood, 87; Graveside services at 

51. Alexander's Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Ann (Delaurier) 
Bouchard, 86; Mass of Christian Burial 
March 2,2022 at Notre Dame Church. 

Ogdensburg - William F. Brunet, 79; 
Mass of Christian Burial in summer at 
Notre Dame Church; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Robert l.lovely, 91; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 3,2022 
at 51. Mary's Cathedral; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg -Ida (Finley) Rheome, 
91; Mass of Christian Burial March 1, 
2022 at 51. Mary's Cathedral; burial in 
Pine Hill Cemetery. 

Peru - Carl W."Mike"Zerrahn,Jr., 95; 
Mass of Christian Burial March 5, 2022 
at 51. Augustine's Church; burial in 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
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parish cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - ala J. (Hawley) 
Jabaut, 95; Mass of Christian Burial 
Feb. 28, 2022 at 51. Peter's Church; bur­
ial in 51. Peter's Cemetery. 

Waddington - Michael Joseph Ben­
nett 111,81; Services to be held at a 
later date. 

Watertown - James J. Finnerty, MD, 
92; Mass of Christian Burial March 5, 
2022 at 51. Patrick's Church; burial in 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Eileen A. (Filkens) Mor­
rison, 94; Funeral Services March 2, 
2022 at the Hart & Bruce Funeral 
Home; burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 
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What is a Foster Grandparent? 
Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to 
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for 
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and 
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom 
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional 
support, development of basic learning skills, friendship, 
companionship, encouragement, individual attention, and 
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and 
serves more than 100 kids per year. 
The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, a federally funded agency 
responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting. 

~ 
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Am I Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent? 
All you need to join is the ability to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child 

on the path toward a successful future. If you're 55 or older and want to share your 

experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent 

You' ll also receive a small bi-weekly, non-taxable stipend that cannot be held against any 

f 
. current benefits you m~y alre.ady h.ave as well ~s pai~ mileage for your travel. Additionally, you 

L ~ 
C.1thollC receive paid holidays, vacations, SICk and personal leave. 

C harirics 
"""' ..... ~ 

and along ca me the Foster 
Grandparent Program that 
keeps me going! " 

Want more info about 
how to get started? 

Contact Melissa Howard, 
Volunteer Coordinator 

PHONE: 
(518)359-7688 

EMAil: 
mhoward@cathcharities,org 

80 Park Street, Suite 2 
PO Box 701 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 
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TAKING A TOUR 

Bishop Terry R. LaValley and Father Christopher C. Carrara, diocesan Vicar for 
Clergy and director of Seminarians, recently visited diocesan seminarians at 
Mount St. Mary's Seminary in Maryland and Cathedral Seminary in Douglas­
ton, New York. In addition to meeting with seminarians to discuss their for­
mation, Bishop LaValley and Father Carrara met with seminary instructors 
and administrators to discuss the seminarians' progress and programs. Pic­
tured, Father Carrara meets with seminarian Tuan "Joseph"Vuong at Cathe­
dral Seminary, as well as Father Joseph T. Holcomb, the seminary's rector. 

WEEKEND RETREAT 

www.rcdony.org/pro-life to register or contact 

The Respect Life Office cminer@rcdony.org 

Continuing the 
Stations of the Cross 

Instead of our regular 
reflections, throughout 
this holy season of Lent, 
the Pontifical Mission So­
cieties of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg will be fea­
turing Stations of the 
Cross. 

Please join us in pray­
ing together. 

These Stations of the 
Cross were assembled by 
Maureen Crowley Heil, 
director of Programs and 
Development for the 
Pontifical Mission Soci­
eties and the Archdiocese 
of Boston. 

Third Station: 
Leader: We adore You, 0 

Christ, and we bless you. 
All : Because by your 

Holy Cross, You have re­
deemed the world. 

Reader: This woman in 
Somalia sits waiting to be 
fed by aid workers. She 
may be too weak to 
stand. Lord Jesus, help us 
to reach out to those who 
will go without a meal 
today as we share from 
our bounty. 

Fourth Station: 
Leader: We adore You, 0 

Christ, and we bless you. 
All : Because by your 

Holy Cross, You have re­
deemed the world. 

Reader: Many mission­
aries, like this Irish Sister 
in Kenya have become 
spiritual mothers to 
countless people. Lord 
Jesus, help us to remem­
ber that we are all God's 
children, deserving of 
help in our times of need. 

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
-....<~I-o:u:~ ..... 
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